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The Lord’s Breakfast 


By Anna G. Parker 
John 21:3-14 


UNGRY and tired, cold and wet, 
With hearts discouraged, and empty 


net, 
How they needed the Master, and yet—and 


yet! 
Could He forgive, or could they forget 
How, in the hour of His greatest need, 
When there was no one His cause to plead, 
They all forsook Him and fled? 


There was the fire of coals He had made 
And the fish He had dressed upon it laid, 
While not a tone or a look conveyed 

Any reproach — yet they were afraid ; 

And Peter remembered the ‘little maid’’ 
And the fear that clutched at his heart as he 

said, 
With an oath, ‘I know not the man.”’ 


Now on the shore by His side they stand; 
Their net (let down at His command) 
Was filled with fishes, and brought to land ; 
Shame-faced and sorry, the little band! 
And still they could not understand. 
Had the Master forgiven? Were they not 
to be banned 
Because they forsook Him and fled? 


And now the Master’s call they hear — 

So loving His voice, familiar, dear! 

‘Come, children, come and dine. 

near, 

Be warmed and fed, — and be of cheer.”’ 

Gone are their doubts, gone all their fear, 

For now, at last, they see it clear 

How the Master loves His own so dear 
That He loves them unto the end. 
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Understanding the Newspapers 


Most newspapers give us a pretty 
accurate record of what is going on in 
the world. They record some facts of 
encouragement, and many facts of dis- 
couragement. If we would really un- 
derstand the news in our papers, we 
must read them in the light of an in- 
spired description written nineteen cen- 
turies ago. Paul was describing the 
news of his day and of ours when he 
wrote of those who walk “according to 
the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience . . . fulfilling the de- 
sires of the flesh and of the mind... 
by nature the children of wrath” (Eph. 
2:2, 3). Is that too severe an arraign- 
ment? It is God’s own description of 
men in general —of all those who have 
not been born again into an utterly new 
life by receiving Christ as Saviour and 


Lord. Their lives, and the world in gen- 
eral, are directed and governed by “the 
prince of the power of the air,” whom 
Christ called “the prince of this world” 
(John 12:31), and who is “the god of 
this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). Our news- 
papers, naturally enough, are largely 
filled with accounts of the activities of 
those who are doing Satan’s will, for 
what they do makes more interesting 
“news” to the world in general than any- 
thing else. It is proper that we should 
know what is going on in this world 
under the domination of the god of this 
world, that we may know how to pray 
and how to serve Christ more effectively. 
We owe much to our newspapers in their 
reports of Christian activity and serv- 
ice throughout the world. But “the 
course of this world” is down, not up, 
and will continue so until the true King 
and God comes back to take over’ its 
government. Then newspaper reading 
will be a new experience. 
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The Promised Power 


sion the Lord Jesus Christ made 


A FEW moments before his ascen- 
his disciples the promise of a re- 


' markable gift—the gift of power. He 


explained the steps necessary to obtain 
this power, and made clear the effect 
that the power was to produce in their 
lives. Ten days after his ascension 
the promise was fulfilled in every de- 
tail. 

What kind of power was the Lord 
promising to his disciples? They were 
about to face a world in which sin 
reigned, not alone in men’s hearts, but 
in the seats of highest authority in gov- 
ernments. Was this to be a physical 
power, by the aid of which they could 
overawe the rulers and overthrow the 
prison walls? Or was its expression to 
be in the realm of the spiritual alone? 
It would be miraculous surely, but 
would the miracle be wrought in men’s 
bodies or in men’s souls? 

On a former occasion the Lord Jesus 
had made a similar promise to his fol- 
lowers. “He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto my Father.” Greater 


things that Jesus Christ had done! The 
disciples did many miraculous deeds: 
they healed the sick; they caused “the 
lame to walk; they were given—and 
used it, too— power over nature; they 
raised the dead to life. These were 
manifestations of a superior physical 
power. But they were not greater things 
than Jesus had done. In his brief min- 
istry he had performed every one of 
these deeds. He had caused the blind 
to see, the lame to walk, the dead to live. 
Therefore, while physical power may 
have been a temporary concomitant of 
promise, it was not the enduement about 
which Christ was talking when he told 
them of this anticipated power. Physi- 
cal power could not meet the require- 
ment of “greater works than these shall 
he do.” 

Only in the realm of the spiritual can 
the disciples be said to have exceeded 
the Lord Jesus Christ. For that the 
reason is clear. Christ was limited be- 
cause, until the last expiring breath had 
been spent upon the cross, his sacri- 
fice was not completed. The greater 
works were to be accomplished when, 
that sacrifice having been completed, the 
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Lord Jesus had gone to his Father. The 
physical power exercised by the disci- 
ples never rose beyond that shown by 
Jesus Christ. But in the results of the 
spiritual power that the disciples pos- 
sessed is met every requirement of the 
promise. The record tells us that after 
the Ascension there were “about an 
hundred and twenty” openly acknowl- 
edged disciples (Acts 1:15). The re- 
suat of one day’s ministry on the part 
of the apostles was three thousand added 
to the Church! (Acts 2:41.) 

Plainly then, it is power to make con- 
verts to the Gospel that Jesus Christ is 
promising to his friends. In its search 
for power the Church must be made 
to realize that the promised enduement 
is not simply the power to work mir- 
acles on the bodies of men. The heal- 
ing of the sick, or the curing of disease 
is not the real purpose for which the 
Church has been brought into existence. 
These most worthy activities are indeed 
the expressions of the love and tender- 
ness that dwells in the heart of each 
lover of Jesus Christ. But they are not 
the real objective of the Church. But 
the power to convince men that Jesus 
is the Son of God!—this has been the 
cherished possession of the Church since 
the day of Pentecost. This power the 
apostles and the Church have never 
wholly lost. And it is this that the be- 
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liever should seek in ever increasing 
measure. 

We see this more clearly when we 
study the effect of the promised power 
on the disciples and on the Church. 
Literally, the effect of the enduement 
was in keeping with the words of Jesus: 
“Ye shall receive power, ... and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.” The power 
was to enable them to testify of Jesus’ 
life, of his sufferings, of his death, of his 
triumph over death. And such were its 
effects. The mocking mob which said, 
“These men are full of new wine,” was 
the same kind of mob that, at the trial 
of Jesus, howled hoarsely, “Crucify 
him!” Under the supernatural endue- 


ment, Peter bravely faced that mob, — 


declaring that Jesus was none other than 
the Son of God. Surely this was wit- 
nessing to the last degree. Nor was 
it merely a passing effect; it marked 
all their lives. It made them ready to 
face rulers and people anywhere in 
their divine mission of healing the 
world’s sin. When Peter and John were 
told never to speak again in the name 
ot Jesus, weak, cowardly Peter, whom a 
girl’s voice had cowed, answered at 
once: “Whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but 
(Continued on page 286) 











NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


ee nae 














No Appetite 


Can a man really be a Christian and 
never take a Bible in his hand and read 
it,— not even a dozen times in twenty- 
five years? This man is past fifty years 
old, teaches a class in Sunday school, is 
a leader in the church, goes regularly to 
the church. Reads the Sunday school 
lesson when and only when he teaches 
the class. Isn’t interested at all in Chris- 
tian literature, though it is all around 
him. Reads at least three hours each day, 
and Sunday, daily papers, magazines, Sun- 
day papers, detective stories, comics, etc., 
and claims to be saved and satisfied with 
himself. Seems to think that everything 
he does is right. What do you think? 
Wouldn’t this cause stumbling? I think 
it has—A Southern reader. 

A man could be a Christian and not 
read the Bible, for a Christian is one 
who is born again through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31). “As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name” (John 1:12). But 
one who does not read the Bible is 
certain to be an anemic Christian, for 
the Bible is to the soul what food is 
to the body. Without sufficient and 
proper food for our bodies we become 
weak and are an easy prey to disease, 
and we cannot carry on our daily work. 


The church is suffering today from spir- 
itual malnutrition, because its members 
do not feed daily on the life-giving Word 
of God. 

One would have to know another 
Christian very intimately to say posi- 
tively that he had not read the Bible 
more than a dozen times in twenty-five 
years. No name and address was given 
with the above letter, and it is possible 
that the writer may have been mistaken. 
It is to be noted that the teacher men- 
tioned at least reads the Sunday school 
lesson, and he could and probably does 
receive blessing from that, since “the 
word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 
4:12). But he is playing fast and loose 
with the means of grace if he spends 
only ten or fifteen minutes in reading 
his Bible, and devotes several hours to 
magazines and newspapers. His spir- 
itual life is bound to suffer, and there 
are indications in the letter that it is 
suffering. He “claims to be... satisfied 
with himself . . . seems to think that 


everything he does is right.” God’s Word 
warns us against such an attitude, 
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“Neither let us tempt Christ, as some 
of them also tempted, and were de- 
stroyed of serpents. . . . Now all these 
things happened unto them for ensam- 
ples: and they are written for our ad- 
monition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come. Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall” (1 Cor. 10:9-12). Paul was abun- 
dantly satisfied with Christ, but he was 
not satisfied with himself, for he wrote: 
“Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I fol- 
low after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not my- 
self to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 3:12-14). 

We cannot always tell whether or not 
another is a Christian, although those 
who have yielded themselves to the Lord 
are not ashamed to confess his name, 
and their lives give abundant evidence 
of the new life within. But there are 
undoubtedly “borderline” cases where 
we cannot judge. “Every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God” (Rom. 
14:12). “Nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, The 
Lord knoweth them that are his. And, 
Let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Tim. 
2:19). But if one actually has no desire 
to read the Word of God, no longing to 
find in it assurance of his pardon, and 
peace for his own heart in_ these 
troublous times, then he ought to ask 
himself seriously whether he is a Chris- 
tian. And if he has any doubt of it, 
he ought at once to receive God’s gift 
of eternal life through his Son, and 
know that “we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
5:1). When our Lord Jesus was tempted 
to turn stones into bread (Matt. 4:3), 
he quoted the following vitally impor- 
tant words from Deuteronomy 8:3: “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” 





Next Week 


The first article in Dr. Pettingill’s 
series on the Fundamentals, which 
discussed the question, “What is 
Meant by the New Birth?” (Febru- 
ary 22), led a reader to ask whether 
Old Testament saints experienced 
the new birth. Dr. Pettingill him- 
self has written a most interesting 
and illuminating answer to this ques- 
tion, which will be published in this 
department next week in the special 
Ministers and Superintendents 
Number of the Tres. 
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Answering the objections of those who say that 
it is not future, but now present with us 


The Future Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ 
By J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Systematic Theology, Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, Del. 
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put all his enemies under his 

feet” (1 Cor. 15:25). These words 
in their context are understood by pre- 
millenarians as applying to the millen- 
nial reign of Christ. The reigning re- 
ferred to comes after the resurrection 
of those “that are Christ’s, at his com- 
ing.” At the present time, the created 
universe is under the curse of sin. This 
curse is described by Moses in the third 
chapter of Genesis and explained by 
Paul in the fifth and eighth chapters of 
Romans. At Christ’s second coming, 
those who have believed in him will be 
made immortal and will reign with him 
for “a thousand years” (Rev. 20:4) “upon 
the earth” (Rev. 5:10). During the 
thousand years, Paul says, the curse of 
‘sin will be removed from nature. This 
means that the venomous, ferocious 
character of wild life will be subdued. 
_ Premillennialists believe that Christ will 
reign through the thousand years, 
through the final rebellion of Satan 
(Rev. 20:7-10), and through the judg- 
ment of the great white throne (Rev. 
20:11-15). Before the great white throne 
judgment is finished, every person who 
has ever died will be alive again. Death 
itself will be emptied out, and thus “the 
last enemy” will be destroyed. 


Looking Beyond the Millennium 


After the destruction of the last en- 
emy, that is after the millennial King- 
dom and the judgment of the great white 
throne, the present heavens and earth 
having passed away, and the new 
heavens and earth being established, 
Christ will “deliver up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall 
have abolished all rule and all author- 
ity and power. For he must reign, till 
he hath put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy that shall be abol- 
ished is death. .. . And when all things 
have been subjected unto him, then shall 
the Son also himself be subjected to 
him that did subject all things unto him, 
that God [the triune God] may be all 
in all” (1 Cor. 15: 24-26, 28). 

Against the view we have just de- 
scribed, it is held by amillennialists that 
Christ began to reign at his resurrection, 
and that he is now reigning in the only 
sense in which he ever will reign on 
this earth. The future millennial King- 
dom is thus denied. We must now con- 
sider three of the arguments advanced 
to support the amillennial position, argu- 
ments that are alleged to prove that 
the Kingdom of Christ is present, not 
future. 


ad Oe he must reign, till he hath 


“That Blessed Hope,” of which Paul 
wrote to Titus, holds before our eyes 
a glorious prospect not only for all 
believers, but also for this distressed 
and storm-tossed world. Men dream 
of a golden age, without knowing 
that God, through the prophets and 
apostles, has been inviting men to 
look forward to-that time when “the 
earth shall be filled with the knowl- 
edge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2: 
14), and when there will be peace 
throughout the world. In this fourth 
article of his series, Dr: Buswell con- 
tinues his answers to the objections 
of the amillennialists, and sets forth 
further Scriptural proofs of the com- 
ing, literal kingdom which the Lord 
Jesus Christ will establish. His 
series will continue in an early issue. 








1. Professor Benjamin B. Warfield! 
(“Biblical Doctrines,” pp. 646ff) argues 
that the appearance of Christ in the 
nineteenth chapter of Revelation, which 
appearance culminates in the establish- 
ment of his millennial Kingdom as de- 
scribed in the twentieth chapter, coin- 
cides historically with the beginning of 
the Christian movement. Thus he tries 
to show that we are now in the time 
of the millennial Kingdom. Warfield 
admits (pp. 647, 650) that the only hint 
in this passage which, he thinks, indi- 
cates that it describes the progress of 
the Gospel during this age of grace, is 
the fact that in Revelation 19:15, 21, the 
enemies of Christ are said to be de- 
stroyed by the sword which proceeds 
from his mouth. Simply because of the 
reference to the sword, Warfield thinks 
he is entitled to apply all of the mate- 
rial in chapters 19 and 20 of Revelation 
to the present age in which the Gospel 
is being preached throughout the world. 

In answer to this objection, it should 
be noted that although “the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God,” 
in the sixth chapter of Ephesians (v. 
17), is in the hand of the servant of God 
for fighting against principalities and 
powers and spiritual wickedness in high 
places in this age, yet the sword in Rev- 





1 Although many of the arguments advanced 
by B. B. Warfield and Charles Hodge tend 
in the direction of amillennialism and are 
quoted my amillennialists in support of that 
position, yet it must be remembered that the 
position which they took was rather post- 
millennial than amillennial. (These two great 
theologians both frankly state that they are 
not specialists in the field of prophecy.) 


elation, chapter 19, is connected with the 
second coming of Christ. It is the sword 
of judgment, not of evangelism. The 
sword that proceeds from the mouth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the vision is 
obviously identified in the description 
that Paul gives of the coming of Christ 
in visible, glorious power to destroy the 
“man of sin.” “And then shall be re- 
vealed the lawless one, whom the Lord 
Jesus shall slay with the breath of his 
mouth, and bring to nought by the mani- 
festation of his coming” (2 Thess. 2:8). 

Isaiah, in chapter eleven, is most cer- 
tainly describing the future Messianic 
Kingdom of our Lord. When he says, 
“And he shall smite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth; and with the breath 
of his lips shall he slay the wicked” (v. 
4), we are reading of no evangelistic 
program but of cataclysmic judgment. 
Surely it is the same picture that John 
has in mind. “And out of his mouth 
proceedeth a sharp sword, that with it 
he should smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and he 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness 
of the wrath of God, the Almighty” 
(Rev. 19:15. See also Rev. 1:16 and 2: 
16). Since this picture refers to the sec- 
ond coming of Christ and not to the 
present age of grace, Warfield’s argu- 
ment against the literal Kingdom fol- 
lowing Christ’s second coming proves 
to be unsound. 


Satan’s Final Rebellion 


2. A second reason for arguing that 
the present phase of world history is 
to be identified with the Messianic reign 
of Christ is the reluctance to accept lit- 
erally the statement of Revelation 20: 
7-10 describing the final rebellion at the 
end of the millennium. Rather than 
believe that the predicted millennial 
Kingdom of Christ will be followed by 
a rebellion, our amillennial friends force 
the prophecies relating to the millennial 
Kingdom into the present world order. 

An amillennialist pastor recently 
wrote, “It is repulsive to the Christian 
consciousness” to think that those who 
have been raised from the dead will 
undergo any more trials. 

Our esteemed friend, the great de- 
fender of the faith, Dr. Machen!, in 
speaking earnestly of his anticipation of 
the visible return of the Lord, said, “I 
like to think that when I see my blessed 





1This quotation is given from memory, but 
I am sure of its accuracy in substance. These 
remarks of Dr. Machen’s were made in the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of America in the autumn of 1936. 
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Lord in His visible coming, that will be 
the end of all rebellion, that will be 
the final victory.” 

To this objection, premillennialists re- 
ply: 

(a) The Scriptures (Rev. 20 and Ezek. 
38, 391) plainly predict a rebellion, a 
victory, and then a final vindication of 
God’s plan following the Lord’s return 
to reign in a literal Messianic age of 
blessedness upon this earth. 

(b) That God should thus demon- 
strate the sinfulness of humanity and the 
power of his sovereignty after an age 
of perfect righteousness seems to us ap- 
propriate as a vindication of God’s re- 
demptive program. Man in the garden 
of Eden preferred Satan’s falsehood to 
the truth of God. Israel at the foot of 
Mount Sinai worshiped a golden calf. 
The human race crucified the Son of 
God in the days of his flesh. So also 
man, even after a thousand years of the 
reign of Christ, will rebel again when 
given an opportunity. This final rebel- 
lion proves again that man is what God’s 
Word declares him to be, and that right- 
eousness does not come from man, but 
from God’s grace alone. 

(c) The argument of the amillennial- 
ist at this point seems to us to be based 
on the unconscious assumption that God 
has lost control of this world and that 
once God gets control of things again, 
he will never allow another rebellion. 
This is a strange argument for Calvin- 
ists! According to the premillennial 
position, God has never lost control of 
things in the slightest degree. He per- 
_mitted the rebellion at the beginning of 
human history and has permitted it to 
continue, in order that his wrath, his 
power, his ability, his glory, and his 
mercy (Rom. 9:22, 23) may be revealed. 
The Scripture plainly states that God 
will permit one more rebellion after 
Christ’s reign of blessedness on this 
earth. This is not in the least incon- 
sistent with what the Scripture says God 
in his sovereignty has done heretofore. 

3. In further support of the idea that 
Christ’s Messianic Kingdom is a present 
historical reality, appeal is frequently 
made by amillennial writers and 
teachers to the statement in the second 
chapter of Colossians, “Having despoiled 
the principalities and the powers, he 
made a show of them openly, triumph- 
ing over them in ... [his cross]” (v. 
15). It is argued that in the death and 
resurrection of Christ, he began the 
process of reigning and conquering.2 If 





1See the author’s article, “Britain Need Not 
Fail,” in The Evangelical Christian, October, 
1940, Not all premillennialists agree in this 
interpretation of Ezekiel 38, 39. 


2Some have argued that there is dishar- 
mony between the statement, “For he must 
reign, till he hath put all his.enemies under 
his feet’? (1 Cor. 15:25), and the statement 
that the hope of the created world “waiteth 
for the revealing [apocalypse] of the sons of 
God . . . [when] creation itself also shall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the liberty of the glory of the children of 
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the cross of Christ was the beginning of 
the age of reigning and conquering, it 
follows that we are now in the Mes- 
sianic, Kingdom. 

The answer to this argument is not 
difficult to find. 

(a) If in the words above quoted from 
Colossians 2:15, Paul refers to the actual, 
final stripping of demonic powers of all 
of their dominion and ‘authority (and 
this is the interpretation of the older 
commentators, such as Meyer), then the 
incident to which Paul refers cannot 


possibly have taken place in history up_ 


to the. present time. Surely demonic 
forces- are still.allowed, under the per- 
missive decrees of God, to exercise their 
sway of darkness in this world. The 
Greek aorist tense does not always refer 
to the past. Even in the indicative it 
is capable of referring to a future event 
vividly presented See Smyth’s “Greek 
Grammar,” paragraph 1934). ; 

Pauli uses the aorist in all verbal forms 
in this seritence. This fact shows that 
Paul did not here picture a continuing 
and -progressive process of. reigning and 
conquering. It is of the very essence of 
the aorist tense that the’verb presents its 
material as “punctiliar”’ or “viewed as 
a completed whole.” 

It is possible’ to construe this passage 
as meaning that through the cross of 
Christ all demonic: forees: are pictured 
as ultimately and completely to be strip- 
ped of all their powers. In the light of 
the events of history down to the pres- 
ent time, and in the light of other Scrip- 
tures, it is impossible to interpret this 
passage as teaching that the demonic 
forces have already been thus despoiled. 

(b) The great premillennial scholar, 
Dean Alford, in his commentary, vig- 
orously rejects the interpretation of 
Meyer and the older commentaries, and 
holds that the principalities and powers 
referred to in Colossians 2:15 are not 
the demonic forces which Christ con- 
quers at the beginning of the millennial 
age. Such a view, he says, is impossible 
both grammatically and from the context. 
Alford shows that the forces over which 
Christ triumphs in his cross were the 
forces which lay ‘back of the law, the 
same principalities and powers over 
which Christ:is said to be the head (2: 
10). In this interpretation, Alford is 
sustained by A. S. Peake in “The Ex- 
positor’s Greek Testament.” 

Surely this is not a verse by which to 
overthrow the plain meaning of a multi- 
tude of other Scripture passages. This 
is not a verse upon which to advance 


God” (Rom. 8:19, 21). It is: held that the 
former passage indicates. a process of reign- 
ing and conquering, whereas the latter passage 
indicates a sudden deliverance. It should be 
pointed out, however, that the passage in 
Romans 8 does not .by any means exclude 
a process. The binding of Satan at the be- 


ginning of the millennium and the conquering 


of death at the great white throne at the 
end of the millennium, as. described in Reve- 
lation 20, is not in any sense contrary to either 
of these two passages. 
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the preposterous argument that we are 
now living in the millennial age. 

Colossians 2:15, as the best commenta- 
tors agree, teaches that by the cross of 
Christ our enemies, whoever and what- 
ever they are, have lost their power to 
destroy us. By the authority of the law, 
there had been a bill of accusation 
against us. Christ took this bill of ac- 
cusation and nailed it to his own cross 
as though it had been an accusation 
agaiust himself. He openly displayed 
the fact in his broken body that the 
penalty of the law was paid. 

A simple illustration might be used, 
that of the complete explosion of all 
of our enemies’ ammunition. Sin would 
destroy us through the holy law of God 
(Rom. 7:13, 14). “The sting of death is 
sin; and the power of sin is the law” 
(1 Cor. 15:56). Christ, by dying as our 
substitute, has made it impossible for 
our enemies to do us harm through the 
bill of accusation according to the law, 
by which we had been condemned. 

Thus whether Paul refers to demonic 
forces against us, or to the whole force 
of God’s law against us as sinners, in 
either case the cross of Christ completely 
strips all his and our enemies of all 
their power. 

This is a marvelous, a profound pas- 
sage of Scripture, but surely it gives 
no warrant for the argument that the 
forces of Satan have already been com- 
pletely divested of their power. They 
are to be thus divested in the future, 
when Christ comes to reign. 


(To be continued) 


wg 


The Missionary Spirit in Children 


By Margaret Fraser 


T IS a well-known fact that a child 
more easily responds to the mes- 

sage of a Saviour’s love than does an 
adult; thus it is that those whose min- 
istry is among the young have much 
cause for joy as they see the evidences 
of God’s grace in the hearts of boys 
and girls. Such has been the portion 
of the workers in the Sunday School 
Miszion of British Columbia, in one par- 
ticular way during the past year. When 
a child gives all that it has, for love 
of the Lord Jesus, surely the Saviour 
notices with a glad heart as he did when 
the widow gave “all the living that she 
had” (Luke 21:1-4). 

Little Franklin, living in a poor home 
where are only the barest of necessities, 
has not much in the way of spending 
money, but one day when we received 
his lesson paper, we found a postal note 
for thirty cents. His letter explained 


that it was his candy money, given “be- 
cause I love God.” 

Myra’s birthday, coming near Thanks- 
giving, is celebrated yearly on that day. 
Myra was made happy by the gift of a 
new camera and was looking forward to 
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buying a roll of films with fifteen cents 
that she had saved. Mother suggested 
that it would be nice to give a little 
thank offering to the Sunday School 
Mission, and Myra’s film money went 
to buy “something to send to other boys 
and girls,” for love’s sake. 

When Peter heard that Bibles were 
needed for distribution among boys and 
girls who had none, so that they could 
study the Bible lessons and learn about 
the Lord Jesus, he made his offering. 
By shining shoes he earned some pocket 
money, and a parcel of five new Bibles 
was sent off to the Sunday School Mis- 
sion office (1112 Dominion Bank Bldg., 
Vancouver, B. C.). In his letter he said 
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that he was sending the Bibles because 
he wanted to’ do something to help 
others to know about the Lord Jesus 
and his love. Peter’s Bibles were sent 
to five boys of Peter’s age who had en- 
rolled in the course and who had no 
Bibles from which to study. Will you 
join with Peter in praying that these 
five boys may come’ to the Saviour? 
These gifts have encouraged us to 
start a missionary box among our cor- 
respondence boys and girls, to give them 
an outlet for their expressions of love 
to the Lord Jesus. God alone will know 
the results of this giving, but we know 
that it gives joy to the heart of the Lord. 
Vancouver, B. C, 
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A side light on the Sunday school lesson 
on witnessing in this issue 








A Radio Interviewer Gets a Surprise 
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By Mary J. Galbraith 














HE early Christian church was a 

witnessing church; that is, its indi- 
vidual members were witnessing Chris- 
tians. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me,” 
the Lord had said just before he left 
them. And they did their best, from 
Peter and John, Stephen and Philip, 
whose names shine out from the pages 
of the Bible record, down to that tragic 
group of unnamed believers who when 
“scattered abroad” witnessed boldly as 
they went. 

Brave, witnessing Christians of the 
first century, — where are their spiritual 
descendants today? How many live tes- 
timonies do we hear from those who 
bear the name of Christ? We must sadly 
admit that in the church as a whole in- 
dividual witnessing, personal testimony, 
seems, to a great extent, to have “gone 
out of fashion.” 

Occasionally, however, our hearts are 
warmed and gladdened by some unex- 
pected experience that shows us that 
Christian witnessing is not altogether a 
lost art. Such an experience was the 
blessed privilege of the listeners-in on 
a certain local radio program not long 
ago. In this program a genial inter- 
viewer, stationed on a busy city street, 
“quizzes and queries into everybody’s 
business,” asking their line of work, 
their hobbies, anything that will make 
an interesting program. 

On this particular day a young lady 
named Betty was the passer-by being 
interviewed. After the preliminary 
questions the interviewer made his usual 
offer: “If you can answer this question 
correctly I will give you a pass to one 
of the local theaters.” Whereupon the 
following remarkable conversation en- 
sued: 

Betty (simply and _ unaffectedly): 
“Thank you, I do not care for it.” 

Interviewer: “Well, this is the first 


time anybody ever turned down my of- 
fer of a free ticket. Why did you re- 
fuse?” 

Betty: “Because I am a Christian.” 

Interviewer: “Why, I call myself a 
Christian, too, yet I like to go to the 
theater. Won’t you please explain fur- 
ther?” 

Betty: “I used to dance, go to the the- 
ater, play cards, smoke, and even drink. 
But I gave them all up when I accepted 
Christ. A born-again person loses his 
taste for those things.” (Spoken quietly 
and sincerely.) 

Interviewer: “Now that’s something 
new to me. Why do you think those 
things are wrong?” 

Betty: “Because the Bible says so.” 
And then she quoted, with the ease born 
of familiarity, 1 John 2:15: “Love not 
the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” 

Interviewer: “Well, that is certainly 
an unusual view, to most people. But 
wait a minute [as Betty moved away 
from the microphone]; if you don’t want 
the ticket yourself you can still answer 
the question and pass the ticket on to 
a friend.” 

Betty: “No, thank you. I wouldn’t use 
it myself, and I couldn’t give it to any- 
one else.” 

Interviewer: “I certainly want to 
thank you for this interesting interview. 
I admire you, too, for your brave state- 
ment of what you think is right. You 
have given us something new to think 
about.” 

How much of good resulted from this 
girl’s quiet testimony none but God can 
say, but the hearts of listening Chris- 
tians were stirred with admiration for 
the courage of this loyal Christian girl, 
stirred with shame, too, that such a tes- 
timony must be called “unusual.” 
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Another example of modern witness- 
bearing occurred on a Sunday after- 
noon on this same busy street. The 
incident was reported by the columnist 
of a daily newspaper, himself a Chris- 
tian. He tells us that on that afternoon 
as he walked down the street a stranger 
approached him and handed him the 
bulletin of a local church, saying, “Can 
I interest you in attending church serv- 
ices where you will hear a good sermon 
and will be spiritually helped?” The 
newspaper man _ explained to the 
stranger that he belonged to one of the 
other churches of the city and would 
naturally attend the services of his own 
church that evening. 


Then, to quote the words of the col- 
umnist, the stranger “passed on down 
the street distributing his programs and 
talking to men and women seated on 
the benches. He was thoroughly in ear- 
nest and was in no sense a crank or a 
fanatic. The service he was advertising 
was to be held at one of the regular 
established churches here; he was not 
working for an itinerant evangelist.” In 
short, his was a simple act of real 
evangelism, the act of a man who had 
experienced the joy of the Christian life 
and wanted to share his experience with 
others, and chose this quiet, unobtrusive 
way in which to bear his testimony. 

“Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” That 
means you; that means me! And even 
though we Christians of the present day 
are in point of time far removed from 
Pentecost, the same divine Spirit is still 
available to inspire our own witnessing. 

We often hear Christians say that 
they, like the Boy Scouts, try to do “one 
good deed a day.” What a revival might 
be started if every Christian should go 
beyond that and should take for his or 
her slogan, “One bit of testimony a 
day”! Just once during the day to seize 
or. to make the opportunity to “speak 
a good word for Jesus”; just once a day 
to drop a word about what the Chris- 
tian life means to us. The words need 
not be spoken on a crowded street, as 
was the young girl’s testimony. But 
if it is sincerely done and with a prayer 
for divine blessing upon it, it is sure to 
bear fruit. 

There is another very vital fact of 
which we should be reminded as we 
think of personal testimony. Our Lord 
is coming again, but not until the 
Church, his Bride, is complete. Every 
bit of witnessing we do, every word 
dropped into the uncertain soil of hu- 
man hearts, is a move toward that great 
end for which every Christian should 
be striving, the bringing back of the 
Lord Jesus. Do you not want to have a 
part in this supreme task of the ages? 
Personal testimony is the answer. May 
it become, the ambition of every one of 
us to make the Church of today, like 
the Church of the first century, a wit- 
nessing Church. 


St. PeTerspurG, FLA. 
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Getting Home. Co-Operation 


A practical plan for Mother's Day, and the week preceding, 
in church and Sunday school 


By J. E. Harris 
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ITHOUT the co-operation of the 

W home, Sunday school workers 

toil under considerable handicap. 

A visiting evangelist made a Gospel 
appeal in our school. A number of 
pupils responded, and all were carefully 
and individually dealt with: One ‘Jad 
went home and announced that he had 
accepted Christ, only to be rebuffed 
with, “Shut up! We don’t want to hear 
that stuff around here.” Such was the 
“co-operation” given by the father in 
that home! Little wonder that when 
the youngsters were gathered into the 
pastor’s instruction class, this lad did 
not come, despite an effort to secure his 
attendance by a pastoral call at the 
home. 

On the other hand, a Junior girl. of 
the Sunday school was absent because 
of sickness when the Decision Day was 
held. But the mother, a Christian and 
a member of the church, hearing of the 
Instruction Class, encouraged the girl 
to attend. There she accepted Christ, 
and is today a faithful little Christian 
and member of the church. Home co- 
operation made all the difference. 

Often it is a matter of indifference 
to parents whether the children attend 
Sunday school or not. With others, the 
object of the parents in having the child 
attend Sunday school falls short of the 
object the school has. Parents sometimes 
desire their children to obtain the moral 
training the Sunday school imparts, but 
do not wish them to enter upon a spir- 
itual experience, because they know 
nothing of such an experience them- 
selves. Hence when it comes to soul- 
winning, conversion, church memk-c~ 
ship, the co-operation of the home is 
lacking. 

Home co-operation is needed to in- 
sure regular attendance at Sunday 
school and church, and for the doing of 
home Bible assignments. And there are 
other lines, too, along which the co-op- 

ration of the home is needed. Family 
standards and habits should be basically 
Christian. Otherwise, parents contradict 
in life what the child is taught from 
God’s Word, and the home life, being 
contrary to the teaching given at Sun- 
day school, confuses the child and hin- 
ders the effectual working of the Word 
in his life. Then, too, how much more 
likely is the teacher to win the pupil to 
Christ, if in the home there is co-opera- 
tion in soul-winning; and how much 
greater the possibility of growth into a 
thoroughly consecrated life after con- 
version, if the consecrated life finds ex- 
emplification in the home! 


How then may Sunday schools pro- 
mote co-operation in the home with the 
aims and work of the school? 

A method suggested and used. among 
the Southern Baptists. is the observance 
of an annual Christian Home Week. It 
is a way of focussing attention on the 
need of parental co-operation with the 
Sunday school, and of promoting the 
friendly relations -between home and 
school basic to such co-operation. 

Here is the general plan suggested in 
a leaflet, “Christian Home Week,” which 
is published by. the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, Tenn. 

The week preceding Mother’s. Day 
(whieh is the second Sunday in May) 
is the time set as Christian Home Week. 
There are four chief items in the week’s 
program: (1) The - Sunday before 
Mother’s Day sees a general visitation 
of church and Sunday school homes. 
(2) The midweek service of the church 








My Easter Miracle 
By T. Alden Stancliffe 


I dug a bit of frozen soil, 
A lump of garden clay, 

And thawed it out upon the hearth, 
One bitter blust’ry day. 


And when it steamed an earthly smell, 
I hid within its mold 

A rusty bulb whose withered form 
No loveliness foretold. 


Easter morn the room was filled 
With fragrance rare and sweet, 

Budding hints and lovely tints — 
4 miracle complete! : 


No chemist could bring forth perfume 
From such a noisome soil, 

Were he to spend a thousand years 
In unremitting toil. 


No sculptor-artist.ever lived, 
Nor ever shall be born, 

Who from such homeliness could mould 
The flowers I saw that morn; 


For God did breathe into the dust 
Of men and flowers to be 

The sweet perfumes of Paradise 
And immortality. " 


And though life ends in withered hope 
Thrust into darkened mold, 

Some day ‘twill burst its sepulcher 
With flower and fruit untold! 


I need no other miracle 
To wing my faith afar 

Than God did work those wintry days 
Within my earthen jar. 


is dedicated to “The Home and the 
Church.” (3) Homes are encouraged to 
observe a “Family-at-Home” night dur- 
ing this week, possibly on Thursday. 
(4) The week comes to a climax in the 
Mother’s Day services in church and 
school, Christian home-building being 
exalted, and the evangelistic appeal be- 
ing made to unsaved parents. 

Careful preliminary planning is 
needed, and arrangements should be 
well under way by the last Sunday of 
April so that full announcements may 
be made in church and Sunday school 
services that day. 

Teachers, and others, if necessary, 
should early be enlisted for the visit- 
ing to be done the Sunday preceding 
Mother’s Day. Visitors must each re- 
ceive a list of homes they are to visit 
and be told what to stress in the visit. 
Sunday school teachers should be as- 
signed homes of their own pupils, 
though not necessarily all their pupils 
on this occasion. That might involve 
more visiting than could be covered in 
a Sunday afternoon, and where several 
children from one home are in different 
classes there would be duplication in 
having every teacher visit in the home 
of each of her pupils. It would seem 
wise to have only one teacher go to 
each home in the one day. And it might 
be necessary to use others besides 
teachers to be sure to cover all the 
homes, 

In making the call, invitations should 
be extended to the family to attend the 
Sunday evening service that night, the 
special -midweek service, .and the 
Mother’s Day services on the following 
Sunday. The idea of “Family-at-Home” 
night should be explained, and its ob- 
servance urged. If thought wise, a plea 
could be made for the observance of 
family worship and daily individual 
Bible reading. 

For the midweek meeting, the pastor 
should be in charge, and there should be 
talks or discussions on subjects perti- 
nent to Christian home ideals and activ- 
ity. Topics suggested include these: 
“Teaching Little Children About God,” 
“Winning Boys and Girls to Christ,” 
and “The Family Altar.” The family 
altar and private devotional Bible study 
are matters that should be stressed in 
Christian Home Week. 

For the “Family-at-Home” night, each 
family should agree upon a special eve- 
ning at home, possibly Thursday — an 
evening of planned activity in tne home 
with every member of the family pres- 
ent. The evening might be devoted to 
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such things as reading aloud” a “brief 
story; games; singing, with sacred songs 
included; recitation by children of 
choice literature, or better still, of Bible 
passages; and a family worship service 
with each member of the home partici- 
pating. 

With such preliminary observances 
and emphases Mother’s Day services 
should reach a high tide of blessing, 
with mothers honored as home builders, 
Christian home life exalted, and parents 
called to let Christ have his way in 
their lives and homes. If all is carried 
out with much prayer, there should be 
a climax of great blessing secured on 
the final day. 

But helpful as such a Christian Home 
Week observance might be in securing 
home co-operation with the school, it 
will not be enough alone. Working for 
this needful co-operation is not a once- 
a-year matter, but a year-round task. 
And this is where special responsibility 
rests upon Sunday school teachers. And 
if that co-operation is to be secured, 
many teachers will have to enlarge their 
ministry to include the home. 

In this regard many Sunday school 
teachers need an enlarged vision of their 
task and opportunity. They must know 
the homes if they would know where 
and how co-operation is lacking. They 
must meet the parents and know the 
home environment. Where that environ- 
ment is defective, they should recog- 
nize a call to minister to the home. 
Teachers who will visit will find that 
friendly interest, constant prayer, and 
kindly suggestions will do wonders, 

In such visiting there should be a 
constant effort to exalt the Bible, to 
urge its use in the home, and to get 
parental assistance in the weekly prep- 
aration of the next Sunday’s lesson 
Where parents are unsaved, teachers 
should accept it as a special responsibil- 
ity of theirs to work for their salvation. 
By putting such parents on one’s prayer 
list, by judicious use of Gospel tracts, 
by conversation urging acceptarice of 
Christ, or by the enlisting of the co- 
operation of the pastor, unconverted 
parents may often be won. And then 
there is always a field of service in the 
home for the development of Christian 
consecration in those members of the 
home already saved.. Such practical 
matters as making Sunday meal ar- 
rangements to fit in with church and 
Sunday school attendance, or the aban- 
donment of Sunday outings and similar 
activities making for irregular attend- 
ance at the house of God or for unbe- 
fitting use of the Lord’s Day are all 
details of the consecrated life. Visits 
of Sunday school teachers afford an op- 
portunity of discussing such matters and 
so of helping Christians to adjust such 
practical details of their lives into the 
pattern of Christian consecration. 

If teachers will regularly visit, will 
study the individual home, decide what 
spiritual help is needed, and then go 
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‘prayerfully and earnestly about render- 
ing the needed help, there will result a 
steady strengthening of home co-opera- 
tion with the Sunday school in many 
families where it has hitherto: been 
lacking. . 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The First Flower 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HAT is the first flower of-the year? 
The poets differ. Bryant claims 
the honor for the yellow violet. 

Of all her train, the hands of Spring 

First plant thee in the watery mold, 

And I have seen thee blossoming 

Beside the snowbank’s edges cold. 

So he sings. It may be good verse, 
but it’s bad botany. There are at least 
a dozen: flowers which are well up the 
backsttetch of the year’s track before 
any of the violets — blue, purple, white, 
or yellow — have even left their marks. 

Theré is the saxifrage, or rock flower, 
with its downy stem and masses of-clus- 
tered tiny white flowers, which grow 
in the crevices of ledges and on the 
shallow sun-warmed ‘soil above out- 
eropping rocks. 

William Hamilton Gibson writes of 
finding it growing the last of March 
along with the dwarf everlasting. Re- 
ferring to my own notes I find that on 
April 4th I found one in blossom along 
with the white and yellow blossoms of 
the dicentra or Dutchman’s-breeches. 

John Burroughs awards the honor of 
first arrival to the claytonia or spring 
beauty, with its white or pink deep- 
veined flowers and long, narrow, fleshy 
leaves like those of the “pussley,” that 
weed with which many a farmer's boy 
has to struggle. The weed and the 
flower both belong to the same family, 
purslane. I have found them in bloom 
as early as March 28th. 

The bloodroot with its heart of gold, 
its petals of snow, and its strange crim- 
son root that drips blood when broken 
is another very early flower. I have 
found it blooming on March 3list. 

The whitlow grass, or draba, with its 
tiny white blossoms is another flower 
which can be seen growing in the sod- 
den, half-frozen furrows of our fields in 
late March. 

Dicentra, bloodroot,. saxifrage, clay- 
tonia, and draba are early risers, but 
there are three other flowers which are 
out and about while all of these are 
still sleeping. 

The first of these is the fragrant trail- 
ing arbutus, with its pink-and-white 
blossoms which grow under its leathery 
leaves. 

William Hamilton Gibson writes of 
finding the trailing arbutus in bloom in 
February, and has even found it bloom- 
ing under the snow. It may be stated, 
by the way, that all of these flowers 
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which bloom under the snow have first 
bloomed above the snow and have then 
been covered. I have found it myself 
on March 11th. The pixie moss, which 
is not a moss at all, but belongs to the 
heath family, blossoms in the Barrens 
even before the arbutus, and I have 
found a patch of its wine-red and green 
moss-like leaves, starred thick with lit- 
tle, flat white flowers as early as March 
1st, 

William Hamilton Gibson claims that 
the hepatica or liverwort is in the field 
before any of the above-named candi- 
dates, and writes of finding it in bloom 
in February. It has many different 
tints — snow-white, pale-pink with a 
tinge of violet, deep purple, pure blue, 
blue-purple, and blue touched with lilac. 

Even the pixie, hepatica, and arbutus, 
however, must yield to one other flower 
which beyond peradvéenture comes first. 
During the warm days in February, or 
even during a January thaw, when the 
ground is covered with snow, you may 
see bees flying here and there laden 
with pollen from which they make their 
beebread. 

Where does it come from? Before 
the bluebird, before the first hyla, and 
long before any other flower, this sturdy 
firstcomer has thrust its way up through 
the wet ground in the swamps. 

Look for it at the edge of any marsh. 
Where the springs have kept the wet 
grass green and melted the snow, you 
will see here and there a curved spike 
or horn, smooth as ivory, of a deep 
crimson-lake in color, mottled with 
blotches and streaks of golden-green. 

Inside, it is a dull, rich crimson flecked 
with lighter spots. The pistil is a long 
oval of crimson set with little spikes 
of silver-gray. Break the blossom, and 
the texture is spongy white on a net of 
long strings. It is unfortunate that so 
brave a flower should have so evil a 
savor. One sniff of the yellow horn, and 
you realize at once why it bears the 
name “skunk cabbage.” 

Thoreau found the buds of the skunk 
cabbage as early as October, and has a 
fine passage about it for pessimistic 
people. 

Mortal and human creatures must take 

a little respite in this fall of the year. 

Their spirits do flag a little. There is 

a little questioning of destiny and think- 

ing to go like cowards to where the 

weary shall be at rest. But not so with 
the skunk cabbage. Its withered leaves 
fall and are transfixed by the rising bud. 

Winter and death are ignored. The circle 

of life is complete. Are these false 

prophets? Is it a light or a vain boast 
underneath the skunk cabbage bud push- 
ing it upward and lifting the dead leaves 
with it? 
HAVERFORD, PA. 
we 


One person said, “I would rather re- 
sign as a teacher and LEAVE a vacancy 
than to remain and BE a vacancy.”— 
Pennsylvania Herald, Pennsylvania State 
Sabbath School Association. 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 20. USING WITNESSING POWER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 2:1 to 4:31; printed text, Acts 2:1-4; 4: 8-20 
Golden Text.—They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.—Acts 4; 31 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 2:1-4; 4:8-20 


Kinc JAMES VERSION . 


Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 


4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye 
rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the 
impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 

10 Be it known unto you ail, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole. 

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved. 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus. 

14 And beholding the man which was healed standing with 
them, they could say nothing against it. 

15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of 
the council, they conferred among themselves, 

16 Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a 
notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them 
that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. 

17 But that it spread no further among the people, let us 
straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man 
in this name. 

18 And they called them, and commanded them not to speak 
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 

19 But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether 
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye. 

20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen 
and heard. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost 1was now come, 
they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there 
came from heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there 
appeared unto them tongues “parting asunder, like as of fire; 
and it sat upon each one of them. 4 And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and elders, 9 if we this day are exam- 
ined concerning a good deed done to an impotent man, ? by what 
means this man is made whole; 10 be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even in *him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
11 He is °the stone which was set at nought of you the builders, 
which was made the head of the corner. 12 And in none other 
is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved. 

13 Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, and 
had perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man that was healed stand- 
ing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15 But when 
they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they 
conferred among themselves, 16 saying, What shall we do to 
these men? for that indeed a notable * miracle hath been wrought 
through them, is manifest to all that dwell in Jerusalem; and 
we cannot deny it. 17 But that it spread no further among the 
people, let us threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no 
man in this name. 18 And they called them, and charged them 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter 
and John answered and said unto them, Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you rather than unto God, 
judge ye: 20 for we cannot but speak the things which we saw 
and heard. 

1Gr., was being fulfilled. *Or, parting among them. Or, 
distributing themselves. *Or, in whom. ‘Or, this name. 

5 Psa. 118:22. ¢*Gr., sign. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


NTECOST was one of the feasts of 
Pre Lord (Lev. 23:2, 15), celebrated 

annually fifty days after the feast 
of firstfruits (Lev. 23:9-11), which, on 
the particular year in which Christ him- 
self fulfilled the Passover type, occurred 
on the day following the next Sabbath, 
that is, the first day of the week. Count- 
ing fifty days from this would bring 
one to the morrow after the seventh 
Jewish Sabbath, and this “first day” was 
Pentecost. It signified the beginning of 
an altogether new period of God’s ways 
with men, the setting aside of the old 
dispensation and the beginning of the 
new, the glorious administration of the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter promised by 


Jesus (in John 14, 15, and 16) who came 
in a special way to carry on the work 
which Jesus began to do (Acts 1:1). 
The fifth book of the New Testament is 
therefore pre-eminently that of the Acts 
of the Holy Spirit through certain of 
the apostles, notably Peter, in the first 
section, and Paul in the latter part. 


The Historical Setting 

During the ten days’ interval between 
the ascension of Christ and the coming 
of the Comforter, the disciples gave 
themselves largely to prayer and praise 
(Acts 1:14; Luke 24:52). They spent 
their time together in an upper room, 
where they abode, and in the courts of 
the Temple. We are not told in which 
of these places they were when the 
promise of the Father was fulfilled. Most 
writers suppose the upper room, but 
others have thought they were together 


in the courts of the Temple, where Jesus 
so often taught. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 2:1.—“When the day of Pentecost 
was fully come.” That is, when fifty 
days had expired, counting from the 
resurrection of Jesus. Of “one accord in 
one place.” All were expectantly await- 
ing the fulfillment of the promise, and 
nothing was permitted to come in of a 
character that would destroy the har- 
mony existing among the apostles. 


Verse 2—“‘A rushing mighty wind.” 
Jesus used the figure of the wind as 
an illustration of the power of the un- 
seen Holy Spirit (John 3:8). The whole 
house was affected by this divine energy, 
as also on a later occasion when the dis- 
ciples were gathered for prayer (Acts 
4:31). 


Verse 3.—“‘Cloven tongues like as of 
Note, it does not say, as some 


fire.” 
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do, “tongues of fire.” There was the 
likeness of fire, and this in the shape 
of tongues, indicating the purifying, 
illuminating power that was to control 
these witnesses for Christ, enabling them 
to preach with conviction and assurance 
(1 Thess. 1:5). 


Verse 4—“They were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit.” This was for service, 
that they might represent their risen 
Lord aright. They immediately began 
to “speak with other tongues,” that is, to 
proclaim the truth in languages they had 
never learned, “as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.” 


Chap. 4:8.—‘“Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” The stirring events of the rest 
of chapter 2, and of chapter 3, and 4: 
1-7, all bore witness to the enduement 
of the Spirit. Peter was the outstanding 
human agent. Here we see him filled 
and empowered by the Spirit to answer 
the rulers, as Jesus had promised (Mark 
13:11). 

Verse 9.—‘The good deed done to the 
impotent man.” A man lame from birth 
had been miraculously healed. This en- 
raged the enemies of the Gospel, and 
drew many of the common people to 
Christ. 

Verse 10.—‘The name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified.” Boldly 
Peter charged the rulers with the mur- 
der of their Messiah. But he declared 
that he was alive again and through 
his name signs and wonders were 
wrought. 

Verse 11—“The stone which was set 
at nought of you builders.” He referred 
to a well-known Scripture (Psa. 118: 22) 
which Jesus himself had used in show- 
ing up the wickedness of their hearts 
(Matt. 21:42). Jesus was the rejected 
stone, now in resurrection made “head 
of the corner.” 

Verse 12—‘“None other name... 
whereby we must be saved.” God has 
shut all men up to Christ. Salvation is 
through him alone, There is no other 
ground of forgiveness than that of his 
cross. To him all sinners are invited to 
come for deliverance from sin’s guilt 
and power. 


Verse 13.—“They took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus.” 
Association with him had made such an 
impression upon them that it had trans- 
formed them, and now as the promised 
Comforter controlled them as they ex- 
alted Christ, their enemies realized there 
was a supernatural power at work. 
Otherwise, how could these unschooled 
and inexperienced men speak with such 
convincing power as did Peter and John? 

Verse 14—“Beholding the man... 
they could say nothing against it.” This 
is what counts. When men are healed 
by divine power, lives are transformed, 
and the sinful are made holy, the skeptic 
is silenced and abashed. 


Verse 15—“They conferred among 
themselves.” These unprincipled leaders 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ljternational Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. April 20.—Using Witnessing Power. 

sd Acts 2:1 to 4:31 

4. April 27.—The Early Church Meeting 
Human Needs ...........Acts 4:32 to 7:60 

5. May 4—The Church Enlarging Its 
EIB aE REI ep .., Acts 8 

6. May. 11.--The Responsibility of the 

Home Regarding Beverage Alcohol. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Jeremiah 35:5-10 

7. May 18.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Saul’s Conversion Acts 9:1-31 

8. May 25.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Peter’s Vision Acts 10:1 to 11:18 

9. June’ 1.—Broadening Christian Hori- 

zons: The. Antioch Movement. 
Acts 11:19-30 

10. June 8.—Beginning of World Missions. 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 

11. June 15.—Progress in World Missions. 
Acts 13:13 to 14:28; Galatians 3:23-29 








of the people had no desire to know the 
truth: They consulted together how 
they might put a stop.to the work of 
the Gospel. 

Verse 16—“We cannot deny it.” The 
miracle was too widely publicized for 
these rulers to call it in question. But 
instead of accepting it as an evidence 
that God had visited his people, they 
were determined to oppose the truth. 
Such is the blinding, hardening power of 
unbelief. 


Verse 17.—“Speak henceforth to no 
man in this name.” They agreed to 
threaten the apostles with further per- 
secution if they continued to proclaim 
the name of Jesus. It was a sad com- 
mentary on the enmity of their hearts 
to that blessed One who came to seek 
and to save even such as they. 


Verse 18.—“They commanded them not 
to speak ... in the name of Jesus.” 
Their command fell on deaf ears, for 
Peter and the other apostles had their 
instruction from a higher source. 

Verse 19.—‘Whether it be right to 
hearken unto you ... judge ye.” God 
had given them authority to do what 
these ecclesiastics forbade. They put 
the matter to the consciences of the 
chief priests in a way that left them 
helpless to reply. 

Verse. 20.—“We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.” 
Impelled by the Holy Spirit and by 
loyalty to Christ and his truth, they re- 
fused to be turned aside from their great 
mission. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Holy Spirit is: here on earth to 
glorify the risen Christ. He indwells 
all believers (Rom. 8:9), and is the 
power of the new life, enabling them 
to triumph over sin (Rom. 6:14; Gal. 
5:16) and to bear witness to a lost world 
of the saving grace of God. Apart from 
the Holy Spirit, the Christian Church 
would not be able to carry out the great 
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commission entrusted to it. But through 

this divinely given unction men are con. 

victed of sin, righteousness, and judg- 

ment, and led to personal faith in the 

crucified, risen, and glorified Saviour, 

who saves to the uttermost all who 

come to him in repentance. Nor is this 

all. It is by the Spirit that believers are 

united to Christ and baptized into one 

body. Before Pentecost, men were saved 

simply as individuals. Now all who be- 

lieve constitute the Church of God, the 

Body of Christ. 

A Lesson Outline 

PeTer’s MESSAGE IN Acts 2 

The Holy Spirit is the same as the one 
spoken of in Joel 2:28-32 (Acts 2:16- 
21) 

He has come to glorify Jesus (v. 22) 

Israel rejected him, but God raised him 
from the dead (vs. 23, 24) 

David prophesied of his resurrection in 
Psalm 16:8-11 (vs. 25-28) 

The exalted Christ has sent the Holy 
Spirit (v. 33) 

Men are called to repent and to be bap- 
tized in his name (v. 38) 

The promise is for all men everywhere 
(vs. 39, 40) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Peter’s Use of Joel’s Prophecy. Peter 
does not say this prophecy was actually 
fulfilled at Pentecost. The context in 
Joel 2 shows that it is to take place after 
the great day of the Lord, that is, in the 
beginning of the Millennial age. But 
Peter identifies the Spirit spoken of 
there with the One who came in power 
on Pentecost. It is the same glorious 
Person. “This is That.” 


Applications and Summaries 


The Spirit did not come because the 
disciples were of one accord. They were 
in this blessed state because they be- 
lieved the words of Jesus, who had com- 
manded them to tarry till the promised 
Comforter should come. 


He who came on Pentecost to be the 
servant of the Godhead, during all of 


_ this age of grace, on earth, is here still. 


He has never given up his work, nor 
left the Church which he came to unite 
into one. . 


To pray for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit now is to fail to recognize his 
present service in the Church from Pen- 
tecost until the return of our Lord for 
his own. 


To preach in the name of Jesus is to 
give the message as authorized by him. 
It is not merely to use his name, but to 
say and do what he commanded. 


Apart from the recognition of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, it is impos- 
sible to account for the transformed 
lives of the apostles and the triumph 
of the Gospel as they proclaimed it to 
a hostile world. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 

Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 

assigning some of the questions to differ- 

ent members of your class, letting them 
sic whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 

S IT right to speak of Pentecost as the 

birthday of the Church? 

2. What proof have we that the Holy 
Spirit is a person and not simply a divine 
influence? 

3. What did “cloven tongues” indicate? 

4. Why was the gift of tongues given to 
the early Church? 

5. What was always the most immediate 
result of the filling of the Spirit? 

6. What is the chief mission of the Holy 
Spirit in the world? 

7. What conditions are necessary today in 
order that believers may be “filled with the 
Spirit’? 

8. Is it true today that all Spirit-filled 
believers must have the gift of tongues, as 
some teach? 

9. What changed Peter from a coward 
afraid of a maid’s finger of scorn, into a 
man who spoke with boldness to the leaders 
of the Jews? 

10. What was the great threefold burden 
of Peter’s proclamation? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 280 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dol- 
lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
“ editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


We Can’t, — But He Can.—By the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth ... doth this 
man stand here before you whole (Acts 
4:10). One Sunday afternoon my wife 
and I were taking a short walk when 
we were overtaken by a storm. We 
took shelter in a neighboring church 
where we found a special service for 
Sunday school scholars in progress. The 
vicar was catechizing the children, and 
asked: “What is a miracle?” A little 
girl put up her hand and replied, “Some- 
thing we can’t do, but Jesus can.” The 
minister seemed surprised at this orig- 
inal answer, and pressed for a response 
in “more dignified English.” Several 
chimed out the set answer he wanted, 
“A parable in action,” and he seemed 
well satisfied. It left me cold, however, 
for I ‘was still thinking of the little 
child’s definition, “Something we can’t 
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do, but Jesus can.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Why Worship the Worthless?—Neither 
is there salvation in any other (v. 12a). 
R. T. Bryan, while a missionary in 
China, went into a large Buddhist tem- 
ple. He stood conspicuously before the 
largest idols and began talking to them. 
A gray-robed priest asked the foreigner 
why he was speaking to the images. 
“Can’t they talk?” asked Bryan in 
apparent surprise. “Why, no!” an- 
swered the bulgy-eyed priest. “Can 
they hear?” “No.” “Can they see?” 
“No.” “Can they eat?” “No.” “Can they 
walk?” “No.” “Well, what can they 
do?” “Nothing.” “Then why do you 
worship such worthless things?” The 
usual aimless spectators had begun to 
gather. as Bryan had hoped they would. 
He turned and addressed them: “You 
have heard what the priest has said 
about these idols. He knows about them 
and has told us the truth. But he would 
not be willing for me to preach in his 
temple, so come outside and let me tell 
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you about the true and living and lov- 
ing and mighty God, who can do, and 
has done something to save us from sin 
and sorrow, and to make us his good and 
happy children.” The crowd surged out 
at the heels of the missionary, and lis- 
tened as long as he talked to them.— 
From “His Golden Cycle,” by F. Cath- 
erine Bryan. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Newport, Ky. 


Bible Faces.—They took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus 
(v. 13). Mr. George Goodman tells of 
an old woman who, while riding in a 
tramcar one day, got into conversation 
with a gentleman passenger. After 
some minutes she asked him: 

“Sir, are you a Minister of Religion?” 

“No,” was the reply, “but why do you 
ask?” 

“Because, sir, you have a Bible face.” 
—From “Happy Greetings, 1941.” Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


What Christianity Did—For that in- 
deed a notable miracle hath been done 
... is manifest ...and we cannot deny 









a % * 
Crime Lp hag ed Se San 

















ORGANIZATION of 
UNREGENERATE MANKIND 
*' Union attempted 
; God excluded "4 





4 lest we be scattered abroad ; 
upon the face of the whole 
earth.” * 9.48 








Nimrod ( from 





; te God's 
out. 





Many of Dr. Pace’s cartoons, covering a wide range of topics and with appropriate messages 
by such Christian leaders as H. A. Ironside, W. E 


EB ABBEER. CONTRASTED WITH PENTECOS 


the Heb. MARAD S$ 
the coming Antichrist, was the traditional founder of 
Babylon, that seat and symbol of all false religion. It 
was under the leadership of Nimrod, that “mighty 
hunter (of men) before the Lord,” that Satan tried to 


, and to form a world federation 





ee ES 










ry . 


M of “ia 4 


se ed 


‘An ORGANIS 












se nity attained ; 
Sy : 4 d God included 443 : 
MS 2) The FUSION of 

“* NMEAANYW tongues into @WE & 

















ADD PIS 


ee 


Maz 











re 


Sto rebel”), type of 


. Biederwolf, W. R. Newell, and others, are 


now available in tract form, and may be purchased from the Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 
388, Findlay, Ohio. A packet of sample tracts, containing nearly a hundred varieties, will be 
sent to any address upon receipt of 25 cents. 





ee 





Lesson for April 20 


it (v. 16). Shortly after Ingersoll, the 
noted infidel, was defeated in his race 
for governorship of Wllinois, he was one 
day broadly proclaiming his infidelity on 
board a railroad train between Chicago 
and Peoria. After being for some time 
offensively voluble, he turned to a gen- 
tleman near him, and defiantly de- 
manded: “Tell me of one great result 
that Christianity has ever accomplished.” 
The gentleman, not wishing to open an 
argument with the boaster, hesitated to 
answer. The train had stopped and all 
was silent in the car. Just then an old 
lady of eighty years, who sat just behind 
the infidel, touched his arm with trem- 
bling hand, and said, “Sir, I do not know 
who you are, but I think I can tell you 
of one great and glorious thing which 
Christianity has done.” “What is it, 
Madam?” said Ingersoll. “It has kept 
Robert G. Ingersoll from being gover- 
nor of the great State of Illinois.” If 
a stroke of lightning had flashed through 
the car the effect could not have been 
more marked. Ingersoll turned liter- 
ally pale with rage, and remained silent. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 


With Christ at His Elbow.—We can- 
not but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard (v. 20). We must preach 
what has passed through the crucible 
of our own experience. We shall never 
produce conviction in others until truth 
is a burning conviction in our own souls. 
Bunyan says, “I preached what I did 
feel, what I smartingly did feel.” When 
David Hume, the philosopher, had lis- 
tened to John Brown, of Haddington, he 
remarked: “That’s the man for me; he 
means what he says, he preaches as if 
Christ were at his elbow.”—From the 
United Methodist. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Leaky Christians.—They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake 
the word of God with boldness (Golden 
Text). Most of us fit the description of 
the old woman quoted by Charles M. 
Alexander at Northfield. Down in Ten- 
nessee, Alexander said there was once 
a meeting of intense power, and one of 
the variety of disciples who blew hot 
and blew cold, who was revived at each 
annual revival and who backslid in the 
interim, was praying in the assembly 
with a great burst of emotion. There 
was present an old woman who knew 
him well, who read correctly his char- 
acter, and had witnessed his many re- 
vivals and backslidings. So when he 
suddenly burst into prayer for the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit to be given him, 
the old woman emphatically cried: 
“Don’t you do it, Lord. He leaks!” 

How sad a commentary! In the same 
sense, most of us “leak’”—we fail to 
retain the bestowed blessing—From 
Christian Life. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Newfane, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 
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No Hiding from Sharpshooters.—They 
spake the word of God with boldness 
(Golden Text). Lord Nelson refused to 
put on a cloak to cover up the stars 
on his uniform, though they made him 
a mark for the sharpshooters. So let us 
refuse to hide our loyalty to Christ by 
the cloak of silence, even though by 
speaking we become the mark of ridi- 
cule.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Eben M. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Saved as by Fire.”—None other name 
. whereby we must be saved (Acts 
4:12). We are saved by a Name, accord- 
ing to Peter, and all the Gospels back 
him up in his statement. But those who 
hope to be saved by their good works 
are many thousands. Other thousands 
have a notion they will be saved by 
the piety of their parents. Then comes 
that great company of men who are said 
to have their religion in their wife’s 
name. The wife and children are in 
church and Sunday school, but the “old 
man” gives absent treatment to things 
religious. 

This has been pre-eminently true in 
my Rock Run parish, and among work- 
ing people elsewhere. I have never 
seen the fathers of lots of my Sunday 
school children. Not even on special 
occasions like Children’s Day and 
Christmas. 

When, however, these men get sick 
or hurt or in trouble, and, as is my cus- 
tom, I go to see them, I find them de- 
pending upon the “old woman” and the 
kids for any hope of Heaven they have. 


© the great Gospel 


. 
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While this sort of family “religion” is 
nothing upon which to depend, it does 
prepare the way | the presentation of 

éssage for the man 
whep. he is stricken ‘with illness or the 
loss of his job, both of which are trag- 
edies to a breadwinner. 

Awhile ago I went to see one of these 
men whose children and grandchildren 
were in the Sunday school, but who 
never came near us. He was doomed 
by one of the incurable diseases. When 
I showed the only way of salvation, the 
one Name, and prayed with him, he 
said this: “Mr. Ridgway, times like 
these make a fellow think!” And then 
he added, “When I get well I am going 
to join your class at the Mission with 
the other fellows.” The poor fellow 
never got well, but he died a saved man 
because of that Name (2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Cor. 
3:15). 


Two Ladies Who Had Been with Jesus. 
—They took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus (v. 13). They 
had been in the company of the Lord 
Jesus, had associated with him in the 
daily life and walk. But there is an- 
other sense of this association. Every 
human has an influence of some sort, 
either good or bad. 

The real Christian has the Christ life 
in him. We all have known such men 
and women. We sometimes call it, for 
want of a better term, “great spiritual- 
ity.” We just like to contact these 
splendid people and be around where 
they are. (Rom. 13:14; 2 Cor. 4:10.) 

Years ago there lived in Harrisburg, 
Pa., a wonderful Christian woman 
named Mrs. Charles Bailey. Dr. Rob- 
ert E. Speer’s wife is her daughter. She 
was one of the most useful and most 
beloved women of her city. It was 
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always a great privilege and delight to 
sit with Mrs. Bailey and bask in her 
personality and listen to her talk about 
her Lord. 

In the same city of Harrisburg was 
another remarkable woman, the late 
Mrs. John Y. Boyd. She had a great 
Bible class of young men for years. 
Many a Christian man of Harrisburg 
owes his salvation to “Mrs. Boyd.” Her 
men, for the most part, were working- 
men, and with more than one derelict 
who had been thrown out of a saloon. 
Her husband, the late Mr. John Y. Boyd, 
the superintendent of the Sunday school, 
would hunt this sort for her. On a cer- 
tain night in every week, Monday 
usually, Mrs. Boyd would put on a 
“party dress” and be “at home” to any 
of her many men who might be pleased 
to call. Great plates of gingerbread and 
bowls of apples and a flagon of ice 
water were put on the hall table, with 
every big red apple crying, “Help your- 
self!” 


At Broad Street Station—Whether it 
be right ... to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye (v. 19). This 
is a most convincing and unanswerable 
argument to anyone who professes to 
believe in God. , For years some of the 
most entertaining of my reading has 
been “Notes on Open Letters” in the 
Times. When I first knew the paper, 
long before I got into this Corner, I 
used to enjoy the elder Dr. Trumbull’s 
“notes.” 

In his day Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull 
was a wizard at it. His son, who came 
into the editorship, was a chip off the 
old block, and his replies were as fine 
masterpieces as those of his late father. 

I should think these clear and full 
discussions, often requiring much study 
and no little research, would be invalu- 
able to any minister or teacher. Dr. 
Trumbull always built his comments 
upon what God has to say about the 
matter. That settles it. 

When God says you reap what you 
sow, the wages of sin is death, that 
settles it, whether you agree or not. In 
our lesson today the disciples had been 
having experiences and seeing things, 
and hence their boldness. They knew 
in what direction to keep their ears 
open. And it was not toward Jerusa- 
lem and the Sanhedrin (Psa. 85:8; Gal. 
6:7; Rom, 6:23). 

Years ago we had a Scotsman for a 
minister, named James Roberts. I joined 
church while he .was pastor. Broad 
Street Station in Philadelphia in those 
days was not the lonesome place it is 
now. All trains came and went from 
Broad Street. One evening when Dr. 
Roberts and the great crowd were milil- 
ing around before the gates, the gate- 
keeper was refusing to let people 
through until the right time. The gate- 
keeper was getting what the boys call 
“the raspberry.” 

“You don’t seem to be a popular man 
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with the crowd tonight, Jim,” said Dr. 
Roberts. 

“Dr. Roberts, there is only one man in 
this world with whom I care to be popu- 
lar on this occasion, and that man is 
President Cassatt up there in his office, 
who has told me what he wants me 
to do.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
w 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that what we are to do in thy 
service does not depend upon personal quali- 
ties as measured by the world, but by thy 
power granted unto us for the service to 
which thou dost call us. We would so often 
come short if we could not have access to thy 
power, and we thank thee that the simplest- 
hearted believer can draw upon thy limitless 
resources for whatever work thou dost call 
upon him to do. Grant that in these difficult 
days we may not become discouraged, for 
we are workers together with thee, and we 
rejoice to testify that thou art equal to meet 
whatever need we may have. May we go 
bravely and hopefully about our tasks, giv- 
ing a glad testimony to thy sufficiency. In 
thy dear name, O Christ, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Very wonderful 
were the experiences that Peter and 
John had, and there are great lessons 
to be learned from them. Have you 
thought in the classes today that we 
folks.right here have many lessons to 
learn, that God is showing us day by 
day through his mercy and his power in 
our lives, and all around us? We may 
not have much silver and gold in any 
form, but the possessions that these early 
missionaries had were so much greater 
than anything material, and we who be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ can really 
have such power, and give such testi- 
mony as would be his will for us. Are 
you afraid that you cannot really do 
what God is clearly calling you to do? 
Never doubt that he will give the ability 
with the call. It is just when things 
seem to be too much for us that God 
loves to show how much more than suffi- 
cient he is. Let us pray. 





Gon's Power \ ror 


ERVICE 
THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST! 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 278) 


1. Yes; because it was then that believers 
were first baptized into one body. 


2. The Lord Jesus uses the personal pro- 
nouns he and him when he announces his 
coming. He can be grieved and resisted. 
He glorifies the Son as only a person can. 

3. “To cleave” means, in part, “‘to unite 
aptly, to open.” When “cloven tongues 
like as of fire’’ came upon the witnesses, 
the Spirit “gave them utterance.” The Per- 
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son of the Holy Spirit united with their 
personalities, and opened their speaking and 
testifying ability (John 15:26; Acts 1:8). 


4. To authenticate the message of the Gos- 
pel as it went to people of different lan- 
guages. 


5. Always those who were filled with the 
Spirit manifested this blessing by Spirit- 
controlled testimony (Acts 2:4; 4:31; 10:44- 
46; 1 John 5:10). 

6. The Spirit convicts sinners (John 16: 
8-11); glorifies Christ (John 16:13, 14); seals 
believers (Eph. 1:13); empowers yielded 
saints (Acts 6:5, 8). 

7. Become separated from sin and sinners 
(2 Cor. 6:14-18); yield to the Lord (Rom. 
6:12, 13); and trust him for victory (Rom. 
8:37). 

8. No. Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11. 

9. The power of the Holy Spirit. 

10. ‘That Jesus, the Messiah, had been 
crucified, raised again, and glorified to give 
salvation to all who come to God through 
him. 

w 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Witnessing Power. 


Discussion: Compare the value of dis- 
interested, voluntary, personal testimony 
to that of paid advertising. 


Objective: Opening the channel to the 
Holy Spirit. 











AY, fellows, does the term “witness- 
ing power” mean anything to you, 
or does it sound like a foreign lan- 


guage? Let me tell you, you have re- . 


markable witnessing power, and you are 
constantly using it. Perhaps you use it 
more than any other power you have to 
influence other fellows. Who is your 
favorite pitcher in the major leagues? 
How many fellows have you talked to 
about him? What do you say when you 
speak of that baseball champion of 
yours? What sort of impression do you 
give of his ability, his skill, his great 
value to the team? How many games 
do you believe he will win this year? 
Do you speak of these things with con- 
fidence and enthusiasm? Well, you are 
exercising your witnessing power on be- 
half of a dandy good baseball player. 
It is a perfectly natural and a perfectly 
legitimate thing for you to do. 

You’ve got to witness to something; 
God made you that way. He put it into 
your make-up. If aman should discover 
an attachment for the carburetor on his 
motor that would give him 20 miles to 
the gallon of gas, instead of 16, what 
would he do first thing after he had 
proved it? Why, he would tell his 
neighbor who also has a car and who 


, also is interested in getting more. mile- 


age; it would be a real delight to tell 
him. He could hardly refrain from tell- 
ing him. If a housekeeper finds a new 
gadget at the “5 and 10” that makes it 
easier to peel potatoes or core apples, 
she loses no time telling her neighbor 
about it. She takes real delight in it. 
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She cannot help it, for she is made that 
way. God made her that way; and he 
made you that way. 

Whenever you find in yourself some 
pronounced characteristic like that, you 
may depend upon it that it is given to 
you for a high purpose. It is all right 
to tell your friend why your big league 
pitcher is the best in the game; but re- 
member this: you can invest that wit- 
nessing power in the very highest of all 
values, the supreme one of all ages, even 
Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world. 
What a wonderful Friend to tell about! 
With what confidence, what enthusiasm, 
you can proclaim him! »~Why, he never 
fails; he never weakens. He has all 
power given to him in Heaven and in 
earth. He would tax the resources of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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those who believe in him and trust him! 
What a Friend! 

Think a moment: have you ever said 
anything about Jesus Christ to a fellow? 
If not, why not? You are not ashamed 
of him, are you? Your favorite pitcher, 
after all, may fail you. Favorite pitchers 
have done that. At the end of the sea- 
son you might be embarrassed by his 
failure, and your words of praise are re- 
called to you. But not the Lord Jesus; 
no, sir! At the end of the season you 
will rejoice in every word of testimony 
you gave for him. You could not have 
been extravagant if you had tried. 

That is the way Peter and John felt 
as they went up to the Temple for 
prayer that afternoon. They believed in 
their Lord’s power and his willingness 
to work through any believer, so they 
spoke with boldness to the lame beggar: 
“In the name of Jesus Christ . . . rise 
up and walk”; and immediately there 
was a wonderful scene that caused great 
excitement in the Temple court. Peter 
had witnessing power. He was very 
different from the Peter who had been 
afraid to go into the courtroom where 
his Lord was being tried; a very dif- 
ferent Peter from the one who told the 
servant maid of the high priest, “No, 
I never knew the man!” And what 
made the difference? The presence of 
the Holy Spirit in Peter. The Holy Spirit 
gives witnessing power. He is present 
to give you that power. Open your 
heart and ask him to come in, and use 
your witnessing tongue and life for the 
Lord Jesus. 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


COLORED print of Plockhorst’s 

“On the Road to Emmaus” makes 
a good basis for review of last week’s 
Bible story, and for discussion of the 
children’s experiences in improving 
their conversation in recognition of “the 
Unseen Guest and Silent Listener to 
every conversation.” Use Psalm 19:14 
as a prayer. 

Introduce the new lesson by showing 
a magnet, a small piece of iron, and 
some nails. Let the children observe 
that the small piece of iron has no power 
to attract the nails. But when the iron 
comes in contact with the magnet and 
receives power, then it can draw many 
other things. 

Before the Lord Jesus went back to 
his heavenly Home he told his friends, 
“But ye shall receive power, after...” 
(Acts 1:8). How did they get the power? 
Ten days passed before the Holy Spirit 
came. The Bible tells us how they were 
“touching” God to receive power —as 
the iron touched the magnet and re- 
ceived of its power (Acts 1:14; 2:1). This 
first time that the Spirit came there 
were strange signs— what? (Acts 2:2, 
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3.) What new power in Peter and the 
others did the people see? (vs. 4-8.) You 
remember how Peter once had let some 
girls scare him into swearing that he 
did not even know the Lord Jesus. What 
a change the Spirit made in him! (Read 
to the class Acts 2914, 22-24, 32, 33, 36- 
39.) How many did Peter, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, draw to Christ 
that day? (v. 41.) 

The Holy Spirit does not always come 
into folks’ lives with wind and fire. 
When we really come in touch with God 
through believing on his Son, his Spirit 
comes into us. You cannot see the Spirit 
any more than you can see the mag- 
netism in the iron. How do you know 
when there is power in the iron? By 
the way it acts. In much the same way 
people know by the way you act and by 
the words you say whether you have 
God’s Spirit in you or not. Does God 
give his Spirit to boys and girls like 
you as well as to grown people? I think 
the Lord himself answered that question 
in Luke 11:11-13. But you need to ask 
him, to keep praying to him, to keep 
closely in touch with him, as Peter and 
the others did. 

Have you continued to be a good wit- 
ness at home? What is another place 
not far from home where many other 
people can watch you to see how you 
act and whether there is any power in 
you? I am placing this picture of a 
schoolroom in our scrapbook. Will you 
try to be a good witness at school this 
week? I am giving you papers with 
stories of Juniors at school. Make an 
X after each one that tells about a good 
witness. Remember that each of these 
Juniors claimed to be a follower of the 
Lord Jesus. (1) Sarah copied Ellen’s 
arithmetic instead of working the ex- 
amples herself. (2) John played with 
Fred although Fred said mean things 
about him the day before. (3) Mary 
would not let the other girls read her 
new book. (4) Tim had whispered to 
Sam behind his geography. When the 
teacher asked if he were whispering, he 
said, “No.” (5) Earl took some of John’s 
candy when John was not looking at 
him. (6) Ruth shared her lunch with 
Jane who had none. (7) Ruth told Jane 
some of the things that she had learned 
at Sunday school, and invited her to 
come. (8) Tim told the teacher later, 
“I’m sorry I lied to you. I did whisper 
to Sam.” (9) Laura was saucy to the 
teacher when the teacher told her to 
take her seat because she was not play- 
ing fair in a game. (10) Tony settled 
a quarrel between two smaller boys. 

Read the story of how Peter and John 
witnessed near home before many peo- 
ple in Acts 3:1 to 4:31. We shall have 
a relay race with this story next week. 

If possible, visit the school or schools 
which your pupils attend, and become 
acquainted with their public school en- 
vironment and teachers, 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we'll try outlining again, and 

see how much you've learned since 
two weeks ago. Have you read the les- 
son over five times? And I mean the 
whole lesson assigned, not just the few 
verses that are printed in lesson helps. 
You need it all to get the setting of that 
portion. 

The whole text this week deals with 
the coming of the Holy Spirit and the 
results of that coming. When we talked 
to the children two weeks ago, we left 
the believers waiting for the promised 
Holy Spirit, and explained who the Holy 
Spirit is. Today review that a bit, for 
we have had an Easter lesson in be- 
tween. Then our outline would be 
something like this: 


I. The coming of the Holy Spirit. 
1. God’s promise fulfilled. 


2. Immediate results. 
a. Rushing, mighty wind. 
b. Cloven tongues like fire. 
c. Speaking with other tongues. 
3. Continuing results. 
a. Witnessing. Christ’s promise 
of power is fulfilled. 
. Peter’s sermon. 
. The first church. 
. The first apostolic miracle. 
. Peter’s second sermon. 
Spirit-filled Church witnessing 
with holy boldness. 
g. Persecution. 


I have purposely left out the refer- 
ences for these subjects; hunt them up 
for yourself. The Primary lesson is di- 
rectly concerned with point “d” under 
“3”— The first apostolic miracle. Go 
back to the fundamental outline I gave 
two weeks ago; of course I. The Book is 
the same, but II. Events of the lesson 
is new. The place is the Temple in Jeru- 
salem. The people are Peter and John 
and the man who was born lame, and 
then the crowd of people and the rulers 
of the Jews come into the scene. Tell 
the story of the miracle. In this day 
of materialism, emphasize Peter’s state- 
ment that he had neither silver nor gold, 
nomoney. Even the children today think 
money can buy everything. All money 
can do is to buy some material things, 
just things. Peter had something money 
cannot buy, power, though a little while 
later a magician tried to buy Peter’s 
power for money. It wasn’t Peter’s, it 
was God’s power. There is a pod full 
of P’s in this lesson. 

Peter 

Poor Peter—no money 

Power — to heal 

Praise of the healed man 

People filled with wonder and amaze- 

ment 

Peter’s second sermon — 5,0 ons ill 

Prison 

Persecution 

Persistence 


Poans 
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Now use your ingenuity and make a pod 
of peas for the children to take home. 

The thrilling thing about the lesson is 
the power for witnessing that the Holy 
Spirit gave the church. He is just the 
same today. What is the matter with 
us? The little children today are doing 
more witnessing than their parents. All 
over the world the Gospel is being 
preached to children and they are bring- 
ing in, not only other children, but their 
fathers and mothers. 

Your Primary Department or class 
can do this witnessing, if you teach 
them how. But it will be hard for you 
to teach them to do something that you 
have never done yourself. Your Sunday 


_ school teaching does not begin or end 


with the class on Sunday. Give the 
children this story of telling others what 
Christ has-done for them, and tell them 
to go home and tell it again. 

Ask God to make you a witness. If 
you are afraid to speak to others about 
their souls, ask for such a filling of the 
Holy Spirit that you cannot keep still. 
Then remember that your life will speak 
louder than your words, and. ask God 
so to fill you with his Spirit that you 
will be a living witness for him, not just 
a speaking witness. 

As this is written, our hearts are sad- 
dened by the Home-going of our be- 
loved Dr. Trumbull, and I have been 
thinking of his gracious witnessing as I 
have written these last sentences. Over 
and over I have heard people say of him 
that it was not his speaking or his writ- 
ing, but his beautiful living, that made 
them love his Lord. I wonder if that 
could be said of you and me? 

MopestTo, CALIF. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To become utterly yielded, and 
“endued with power from on high.” 

Illustrative Material.—Strips of gold, 
purple, and brown colored paper, and a 
strip of clear cellophane, thumbtacks and 
chart, or paper fasteners. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Silver and gold have 
I none; but such as I have give I thee” 
(Acts 3:6). 











“Our FELLOWSHIP IS. WITH THE FATHER” 


(<4 Y WIFE has just come back into 
fellowship with the Lord,” said 
a radiant young neighbor the other day. 
His wife, already born again, therefore 
sealed with the Spirit, had been living 
a defeated life; but now, because she 
has made a surrender of- herself to the 
Lord, and has believed that his prom- 
ises are true, she is living victoriously 
through the power of the Spirit (Rom. 
12:1, 2). 
The Holy Spirit is Heaven’s Represen- 
tative who brings us into spiritual fel- 
lowship with the Lord, and who longs 








ent 
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to keep us there (John 17:20-23; 1 Thess. 
5:19; 1 John 1:3-7; Jude 24). 

Let us represent the three persons of 
the Trinity separately by these various 
colored strips of paper: gold for the 
glory of the Father, purple for the royal 
heritage of the Son, and clear cello- 
phane for the Spirit who speaks not 
of himself, but of the Father and the 
Son (John 15:25; 16:13), and who never 
blots out human personalities, but re- 
veals through them the loveliness of 
Christ (Acts 4:13). This brown strip 
will represent humankind. (Thumbtack 
the first three strips to your chart in 
the form. of a triangle, or connect with 
paper fasteners.) 

As a Trinity, detached from man, the 
Godhead might appear to leave man out, 
but our gracious Lord made provision 
to include man in the heavenly circuit. 
Through Christ and the Holy Spirit the 
Father has opened the Door which 
brings us into fellowship with himself 
(1 John 5:6-10). (Open the lower point 
of the triangle and insert the strip of 
brown, telling, meanwhile, how the Son 
came to purchase our redemption, and 
the Spirit gives us power to live sancti- 
fied lives (2 Thess. 2:13, 14). 

How do you speak of the third Person 
of the Godhead? 

“I never use the term ‘Holy Ghost,’” a 
girl explained. “I always think of the 
third Person of the Trinity as the ‘Holy 
Spirit.’ ” 

Among other dictionary definitions of 
“shost” is this: “the soul of man.” The 
Holy Ghost, then, is the Soul of our 
Holy God who desires to enter and fill 
your soul and mine! The very Essence 
of God himself can become an integral 
part of you and me! 


“FILLED WITH THE Hoty GuosT” 


On the right day, to the right crowd, 
with the right attitude, at the right place 
(Acts 2:1), came the promised response 
from .Heaven (vs. 2-4). Through the 
right surrender of witnesses, three thou- 
sand representatives of “the world” be- 
lieved, that day, that Jesus of Nazareth 
still lived. 

It was the Holy Ghost who gave the 
disciples “utterance,” and who “pricked 
in their heart” the listening audience 
(John 16:8-11). It was through the 
power of the Holy Ghost that the lame 
alms seeker was lifted to his feet. It 
was the Holy Ghost who gave such bold- 
ness to Peter and John that they could 
say to persecutors: “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen 
and heard.” The disciples had become 
yielded instruments through whom the 
Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ worked 
(John 15:5, 27; 16:7; Acts 3:12-16; Rom. 
6:13; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:20, 21). 

From God to _ yielded witnesses, 
through them to all mankind, the Spirit 
exalts and glorifies Christ. The circuit 
for transmission of the power of the 
Lord through man is thus made com- 
plete (John 17:22, 23). 
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Assignment: During the week read 
through the Book of Acts, listing refer- 
ences to the Holy Ghost. Beside each 
reference note the service performed 
through the Spirit. Connect this with 
the thought of Galatians 5:13. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 27. II. The Cost of Discipleship. Luke 
14:25-33; John 15:18-27. 


Sunday, April 20 


I. The Test of Discipleship 
(John 15:8-17) 





Mon.—Sincerity (Matt. 21:28-32). 
Tues.—Singleness of purpose (Luke 14:26). 
Wed.—Soberness (1 Thess. 5:4-10). 
Thurs.—Sharing (Mark 10:21, 22). 
Fri.—Self-denial (Luke 9:23). 
Sat.—Suffering (1 Pet. 4:1, 2). 











B. MEYER once said, “We Chris- 
e tians are either Bibles or libels.” 

You are writing a _ gospel, 
A chapter each day, 

By deeds that you do, 
By words that you say. 

Men read what you write, 
Whether faithless or true. 

Say ! What is the gospel 
According to YOU? 


—Paul Gilbert. 


Men have various tests by which they 
profess to know whether or not a person 
is a Christian. Some apply the test of 
church attendance. Others apply the 
test of giving to the church. Still others 
pronounce their fellow men _ either 
Christians or non-Christians on the 
ground that they do or do not do certain 
things. But the Bible gives us a num- 
ber of tests by which it may be deter- 
mined whether or not anyone is a dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus, and we may 
apply these tests to ourselves. 

4 

One such test was the test of love. 
The Lord Jesus said to his disciples, “By 
this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other” (John 13:35). When we like to 
be with those who honor and serve our 
Lord and Master, and when in our deal- 
ings with them we show love and gen- 
tleness and forbearance then we are 
qualifying under this test. 

eg 

Another test that the Lord Jesus ap- 
plied was that of obedience. He said 
to his disciples, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” Those who are seek- 
ing earnestly to follow the Lord Jesus 
will want to do what his Word tells us 
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So Great Salvation 


152 pages 
cloth covers 
large type 
50c per copy 
(a regular $/ value) 
10 copies $3.50 


postpaid 


GREAT 


P| 


Explains in simple 
language the great 


truths of salvation 








Dr. Henry Ostrom says: 


‘*The book seems to get hold of me with 
a grip that will not let go. I count it the 
truth from cover to cover, but how such 
vastness of truth could be written so plainly 
is what astonishes me. I just feel as I 

finish reading it that a million copies should 
be circulated and read over night. I do 

not try to mention details, the whole book 
has captivated my admiration and caused 
me astonishment. It must live." 








Buy it for yourself. Give it to friends 
who need its message. Use it as a text- 
book for young people’s groups and for 
Bible classes. 


STROMBECK AGENCY, INC. 
900-S4 23rd Avenue Moline, Illinois 
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can be yours 
through the 


MOODY ANNUITY PLAN 


Have both the time and money to enjoy the 
comforts of life—to do the things you’ve always 
wanted to do. 
This plan provides a LIFE RETURN of from 
314 to 842 per cent (depending on age). Thus 
= are assured a DEPENDABLE INCOME, and 
reedom from financial care and worry. In 34 
ears no annuitant has ever failed to receive 
is or her check IN FULL and ON TIME. 
And when you have passed on, your money 
helps to train young persons for Christian serv- 
ice. So zu see your savings pay “DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS’’—and that is the name of our free 
booklet which will be sent you on request. 


@ Write today. Address Dept. $-81 
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Choice 
Valuable 
Books 
By 
Dr. Wm. L. Pettingill 
God’s Prophecies for Plain People 


This is the book! Note the outline of 
the Truth About the Second Coming, “Rap- 
ture” and First Resurrection, Marriage Supper, 
Judgment Seat of Christ, Final Seven Years, 
Beast King and False Prophet, the Jew: and 
the Tribulation, Armageddon, the Return of 
Christ in Power, Judgment of Nations, Satan’s 
Life-Story, the Millennium, etc: A valuable 
book. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 75c 
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The Unveiling of Jesus Christ 
(Simple Studies in Revelation) 


Every believer should know Revelation. It 
is not a closed book. Dr. Pettingill has done 
a great service in presenting these Simple 
Studies in Revelation. The order of events 
is outlined very clearly, and this simple study 
is valuable to every one. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 
5Oc. 


—o— 


Simple Studies in Daniel 


Daniel is no longer a sealed book. Its proph- 
ecies of the time of the end, the Times of the 
Gentiles, the Revival of Rome, the Prepara- 
tion for the Manifestation of Antichrist, a 
World Dictator and Armageddon, may now be 
seen in prospect. Daniel and Revelation should 
be studied together. Know Daniel. These Sim- 
ple Studies in Daniel, in cloth binding, $1.00; 
paper, 50c. 





By Grace Through Faith 


Plus Nothing 
(Simple Studies in Galatians) 


Dr. Pettingill here presents, in “Simple 
Studies,” these wonderful truths in a unique 
and thrilling manner. Know the truth and 
“the truth shall make you free.” This_book 
should be in the hands of Christians. Price: 
cloth, $1.00; paper, 


—_—o-—- 


Into the Holiest 
(Simple Studies in Hebrews) 


In this work, clearly outlined with 8 Chap. 
ters, showing Christ to be better than e 
Prophets, than Angels, than Moses, Joshua, 
Aaron, etc. One may find answers. to. many 
difficult questions and valuable helps in th 
study of this important New Testament book. 
190 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 60c 


—_—o—— 


Bible Questions Answered 
This book, cqnsidered to be one of the very 
most valuable published Guring the past sev- 
eral years, covers a wide field of questions 
and answers, has carefully classified indexes 
of subjects and Scriptures. 429 pages. Cloth, 
$1.50; paper, 75c. 


—_o——_- 


Other Valuable Studies 


SIMPLE STUDIES IN MATTHEW 
330 pages. Cloth, $1.50; paper, 75c. 


SIMPLE STUDIES IN ROMANS 
231 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 75e. 


CHRIST IN THE PSALMS 
173 pages. Cloth,. $1.00; paper, 60c. 


—_—o—— 


Fundamental Truth Publishers 
FINDLAY, OHIO 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to do. If there is a disposition to have 
our own way instead of his way, then 
we may well question whether or not 
we are good disciples. 


bd 


A third test of discipleship the Lord 
Jesus named was steadfastness, or per- 
severance. He said, “If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples in- 
deed” (John 8:31). You will remember 
that in the Parable of the Sower there 
were some seed that sprang up quickly, 
but because they had no root in the 
deep, rich earth they soon withered 
when the hot winds and sun put them 
to the test. Just so, there are some who 
make a profession of following the Lord 
Jesus for awhile, but when difficulties 
come cannot stand the test of persecu- 
tion and trial. 


we 


Another test of discipleship is that of 
watchfulness. Do you remember how 
the Lord Jesus in those dark hours in 
the garden of Gethsemane counted upon 
his three closest friends to watch and 
pray with him? Three times he came 
back to them only to find them asleep 
and he sadly asked them, “Could ye not 


watch with me one hour?” (Matt. 26: 40.) 


To some who would be disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, the discipline of setting 
aside a time daily for prayer and for 
the reading of the Scriptures is too great 
a burden. They want discipleship the 
easy way and their spiritual life suffers 
and is starved because they cannot meet 
the test of watchfulness. 
4 

Finally, a test of discipleship is fruit 
bearing. The Lord Jesus said, “By their 
fruits ye shall know them,” speaking of 
his enemies. But he also said, “Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (John 
15:8). We often think of fruit bearing 
as soul winning. It is true that a dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus will be a soul 
winner, but the fruit bearing spoken of 
here is that fruit of the Spirit men- 
tioned in Galatians 5:22, 23 which is 
“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance [self-control].” These will be in 
evidence in the life of a true disciple 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 

If you had to rate yourself according 
to the tests that God has laid down for 
disciples would your rating be high, or 
average, or low? God wants it to be 
high, and he has made it possible to be 
so if you will but let the’ Lord Jesus do 
in your life the work he wishes to do. 
You will remember when the prodigal 
came back to his father his plea was 
not “give me,” as it had been when he 
went away, but “make me.” May this 
be our prayer, as we talk to our 
Heavenly Father about this matter of 
discipleship. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Brave African Christian 
By Clara H. Clasper 


HIEF BEZO’S favorite wife was busy 
with her cooking over the fire in 
the center of the earth floor of the large 
mud hut that housed the chief’s large 
household. Nielimane, her eight-year- 
old daughter, was watching and helping 
her. The chief’s other wives were busy 
at other tasks. Some were at work 
on the plantation, cultivating and gath- 
ering vegetables; some were gathering 
wood; others were hunting and fishing. 
Nielimane was not new at household 
tasks. She had been learning and help- 
ing, ever since she was five years old, 
with the arduous tasks that an African 
wife must be able to do. Already she 
was betrothed to a chief in a distant 
village. When he finished paying her 
father for her, she would go to live in 
his household and be his slave for the 
rest of her life. 

Tlapa, the witch doctor, came in and 
as Chief Bezo greeted him, Nielimane 
helped her mother to remove the food 
from the fire and carry it outside, for 
a woman is not permitted to listen while 
her husband chats with his friends. But 
Nielimane was so small that she could 
hide in the dim shadows of the great 
room and never be seen. She knew 
what curious tales Ilapa could spin, and 
she slipped away when her mother’s 
back was turned. 

What Nielimane heard frightened and 
distressed her. lIlapa reported to the 
chief that a strange white man who had 
come to the trading post at Fort Archam- 
beau was teaching a strange religion to 
the black people. Ilapa was angry. It 
was big business to give the people re- 
ligious instruction — in the rites of devil 
worship. 

Chief Bezo made a proclamation that 
all whg went to hear the white man 
preach would be severely whipped; and 
if they persisted in going after that, they 
would be killed. This word was sent 
to all the black people within a great 
distance, for Chief Bezo was the great 
chief over a large region of many vil- 
lages 

Nielimane shuddered. She knew how 
terribly her father could punish anyone 
who broke his laws. Often, at night 
when she was trying to sleep, she heard 
frightiul screams when he, with his 
heavy whip, had lashed their bare backs. 

For a long time no one dared go to 
the mission. But the white man was 
very kind, and kindness was something 
that the Africans had known little about. 
He shot an alligator and gave it to the 
villagers who had.a great feast. He set a 
child’s broken arm, and taught the mother 
to care for it properly instead of striking 




















ee 


Lesson for April 20 


it with her fist as she was doing when 
the child’s screams attracted him. He 
gave out salves and medicines through 
his native house servants, and sores of 
long standing that the witch doctor had 
been unable to help were healed. 

Finally, a few of the black people be- 
came bold enough to go secretly at night 
to the mission, when everyone else was 
asleep. Those who had heard about 
the Lord Jesus Christ wanted to hear 
more. They began to be convinced that 
the missionary’s God had stronger medi- 
cine than their witch doctor. More came, 
and still more. Many believed and ac- 
cepted Christ as their Saviour. After 
they had learned the New Testament 
Scriptures on baptism, the believers 
asked to be baptized. But the mission- 
ary reminded them that baptism would 
be a public service, and they knew what 
would happen when they were found 
cut. But the people insisted upon being 
obedient to the Lord, saying they did 
not care what they suffered. Had not 
the Lord Jesus suffered for them? So, 
one Sunday, the believers were bap- 
tized in the river. 

Nielimane and her mother, with two 
or three of the chief’s other wives, were 
fishing in the river a short distance from 
the spot where the baptism took place. 
Nielimane looked on breathlessly, won- 
dering why the white man was putting 
the people under the water. She knew 
it must have something to do with the 
white man’s religion, and she thought 
about the decree >that her father had 
made. 

That night Ilapa paid another visit to 
Chief Bezo. The chief was very angry 
to hear how his people had disobeyed 
him. He gave orders that all who had 
taken: part in the service were to be 
punished. He sent his boys to gather 
in as many as they could find. Nieli- 
mane lay on her thin grass sleeping 
mat and shivered with fear. 

Some of the people in that baptismal 
service never appeared at the mission 
again, but most of them continued to go 
secretly at night. Finally there were 
too many for the mission house to ac- 
commodate. They insisted upon build- 
ing a church. Again the missionary re- 
minded them of the chief’s terrible 
decree. But they were not to be fright- 
ened by threats. The church building, 
a large one, was promptly begun. 

When Chief Bezo realized how great 
a number of his people were attending 
the white man’s church, he knew that 
he could not stop them by threats of 
whipping or killing; so he revoked his 
cruel decree. Soon Nielimane was in 
the congregation every Sunday, eagerly 
drinking in the missionary’s words. She 
attended the weekday class, too, and 
learned the Bible texts more rapidly 
than anyone else. She even learned to 
read the New Testament that the mis- 
sionaries had translated into the Sara 
tongue. She asked for and received 
baptism. She was one of the most prom- 
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ising of all the young Christians in the 
congregation at Fort Archambeau. 

Suddenly Nielimane disappeared from 
the meetings. “Probably married to 
someone in another tribe,” the mission- 
ary remarked. “She’s about twelve, isn’t 
she?” 

“Yes, she is twelve,” his wife replied. 

Time went on apd the busy mission- 
aries forgot Nielimane. 

One day a runner came from the dis- 
tant village of Sawea with a request 
from his chief for a missionary to be 
sent to his village. Sadly the mission- 
ary returned the word that there was 
no one to send. All the workers began 
to pray that one of their native Chris- 
tians might be led to go there to carry 
the good news of salvation. 

Much time passed, and again a runner 
came from Sawea repeating the request 
for a missionary. Still there was no one 
to send. 

No one could understand the strange 
request. None of the villages where 
their workers had gone had wanted mis- 
sionaries. But they kept on praying 
for someone to go to Sawea. 

After a long time a third runner came 
from Sawea with the same request. But 
again it was the same reply. No one 
to send. The Fort Archambeau congre- 
gation prayed more earnestly than ever 
for this distant village that none of them 
knew about. 


Soon Bellanger, one of the native 
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New Field Among the 
Russians in South America! 


Peter Deyneka, our General Director, writes as follows 
from South America: 


“During the last four months in South America, I have 
found thousands of Russians and Ukrainians who are hungry 
to hear the Word of God. The door is opened to us to 
evangelize these people. We must immediately support 
Russian-speaking missionaries, while this great opportunity 
remains. Will you, Christians in North America, pray for 
this new field? Consecrated young men are ready to give 
themselves for this Christian work, should support for them 
be forthcoming right away. 

“A wonderful opportunity to broadcast the Gospel in 
Russian by means of recordings presents itself, through the 
agency of the most powerful radio station in South America, 
whose programs reach literally the whole world.”’ 

Make your checks payable to 
THE RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
64 W. Randolph Street Dept.SA Chicago, Ill. 
Write for free copy of our paper, The Russian Gospel News 
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Christians, felt that he was called by 
God to preach, and offered to go where 
he was needed most. The journey was 
safely made, and, in the heart of the 
bush, they found a village of at least 
five hundred houses. The chief ordered 
the guest house to be swept, and water 
and food supplied. 

When the chief came to pay his re- 
spects to the white missionary, he re- 
vealed why he had been so anxious to 
have an evangelist for his village. It 
was because of one of his wives. “This 
woman,” said the chief, “is not like any 
other woman that I have. She does 
not quarrel like the others; she does 
not drink the native wine; and she is 
constantly telling others about Jesus 
whom she calls her Saviour. Before l 
go on a trip, she prays that God will 
take care of me, and I have come to 
trust more in her prayers than in the 
witch doctors’ medicine, It is to learn 
more about her God that I have asked 
for an evangelist to come to stay with 
us and teach us His ways.” 

That night, five or six hundred people 
gathered in the moonlight to listen to 
the preaching of the Gospel. When the 
message was finished, the chief spoke to 
his people. “Again, you have heard the 
story of God’s Son, but now, one has 
come to stay in our village who will tell 
us more about Him. I will give him 
a house to live in and, when the rains 
have finished, we will make a house in 
which to worship God. I know this is 
the true Word and I want you to listen 
to it. It is different from any other, 
for, when people receive it into their 
heart, they do not do the wicked things 
they did before.” 

The white missionary was curious to 
know where the chief had found this 
wife whose testimony had made him 
and his people desire to know about 
God. “She is a daughter of the great 
Chief Bezo,” he replied. And the mis- 
sionary remembered little Nielimane 
who had been in their Bible school at 
Fort Archambeau vears before. 

LAPEER, MICH. 
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The Promised Power 
(Continued from second page) 


speak the things which we have seen 
and heard.” 

In a similar manner the reception of 
this power has made the Church a wit- 
ness to the saving power of her Lord. 
Thus alone can be explained the marvel- 
ous spread of Christianity. In exact 
proportion to their nearness to Christ, 
the followers of Christ have been im- 
pelled by a desire to proclaim the truth 
of his Gospel. In this testimony they 
have displayed a bravery and a zeal 
fully equaling that of the apostles. 
Calmly Luther faced the gathering of his 
persecutors; the howling mobs had no 
terror for Wesley; the stake and the fag- 
got were candles held in the fingers of 
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Latimer and Ridley to light the world 
with the truth of Jesus Christ. Dis- 
tance and danger are no hindrance to 
heroic missionaries who yearn to tell 
heathen people the glories of their res- 
urrected Lord. Back of all these hero- 
isms can be sensed the miraculous 
experience of men and women who, hav- 
ing received the Spirit when they be- 
lieved in Christ as their Saviour, have 
fully yielded themselves to his Spirit 
and have been endued with power from 
God. It is this that has supported them 
through hard days, and bitter trials, and 
sore defeats, until victory for their Lord 
at last was theirs. 

If we seek this promised power we 
must crave it for the salvation of men; 
we must expect no other result in our 
lives than that we shall become wit- 
nesses to God’s saving grace. Such en- 
duement will very naturally render our 
souls stronger, increase our. growth in 
grace, and draw us nearer to our Master. 
But the great result will be that we shall 
become witnesses to Jesus Christ’s di- 
vine character; witnesses to men every- 
where of Christ’s power to save souls 
even in this distracted and sinful world. 





With the New Books 








God’s Prophecies for Plain People. 
By Wm. L. Pettingill, D.D. (Fundamen- 
tal Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, 
cloth $1.25, paper 75 cents.) A series of 
articles dealing with elementary pro- 
phetic truths of the Scriptures was pub- 
lished in the TrmEs some years ago. 
Shortly after, the series was issued in 
book form, with a special section de- 
voted to questions that had been sent 
in by readers, together with Dr. Pet- 
tingill’s answers. The book received a 
fine reception, and now, after a num- 
ber of years, is being issued in a new 
edition, by the Fundamental Truth Pub- 
lishers. 

As in so many others of his writings, 
Dr. Pettingill here displays an unusual 
ability for stating the profound truths 
of the Bible both simply and briefly. He 
follows through God’s prophetic pro- 
gram step by step, showing clearly the 
relationship of each event to the whole 
schedule, and giving an abundance of 
Biblical references for further study by 
the reader. Undoubtedly when the au- 
thor first wrote these articles there was 
a need for a “primer of prophecy” 
among Christian people who were anx- 
ious to begin their prophetic study by 
grasping the basic elements of this field. 
That need still exists today, and Dr. 
Pettingill’s book is a genuine answer to 
it. Especially helpful and illuminating 
are the questions and answers. Many 
Christians, seeking simple prophetic in- 
struction, will find that this book is 
exactly what they have needed. 
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Can We Still Believe in 
The Supernaturalness of Christ? 


A review of the book entitled, “The 

Supernaturalness of Christ —Can 

We Still Believe in It?” by Wilbur 

M. Smith, D.D. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston, $1.50.) 


HERE is no question that the break- 

down in morals and increase in law- 
lessness in our land are due to the aban- 
donment of belief in the Bible as God’s 
Word. The Bible was the foundation of 
our homes, our churches, and many of 
our colleges and universities. But this 
is no longer true. Family worship is 
rare, ministers have sown the seeds of 
doubt from the pulpit, and professors 
have sought to root out what faith was 
left in the minds of our youth by satire, 
ridicule, and direct attack. The Sunday 
school has done a great work in trying 
tc make up for the lack of home train- 
ing, but even there Modernism and Lib- 
eralism have made inroads into its lit- 
erature and teaching. 

Christian parents, teachers in Christian 
schools and colleges, and those who- are 
working among young people owe a 
debt of gratitude to Dr. Smith for what 
he has accomplished in this volume. He 
has successfully undertaken a task that 
would seem formidable to most writers, 
but, as his friends and co-workers and 
his ever-widening circle of readers 
know, he is not one to shrink from hard 
writing that requires long and painstak- 
ing research. With several years experi- 
ence as a pastor,’ his editorship- of 
“Peloubet’s Select Notes” on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lesson since 
1934, his position for the last three years 
as teacher in the department of Eng- 
lish Bible, Moody Bible Institute, and 
his fine personal library of nearly 
10,000 volumes, he is well equipped for 
the task. What he has undertaken here 
is to present all of the important argu- 
ments against the supernaturalness of 
Christ, and then demolish them, and he 
has done it remarkably well. 

There are six chapters in the 235 
pages, each with a clear outline or 
synopsis at the beginning and copious 
bibliographical notes at the end,— 
which anyone who knows Dr. Smith as 
a writer would expect. There are care- 
ful and full acknowledgments at the 
beginning, a good preface, well worth 
reading, and a valuable index at the 


_close of the book containing the names 


of all important writers, as well as the 
principal topics discussed. The argu- 
ments of the Higher Critics sometimes 
have a diabolical plausibility, and occa- 
sionally one wonders how Dr. Smith will 
come out of the dilemma. But he always 
triumphs, by thoughtful and scholarly 
exposition of the Word of God, and by 
what often seems, to be a God-given in- 
genuity in finding the joints in the en- 
emy’s armor. 

In the six chapters Dr. Smith dis- 
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cusses: The Denial of the Supernatural 
in Contemporary Thought; The Histori- 
cal Trustworthiness of the Gospel Rec- 
ords; The Supernatural Elements in the 
Birth of Our Lord; The Miraculous 
Works of Christ; The Unique Trans- 
figuration of Christ; The Historical Re- 
ality of Christ’s Resurrection. One would 
naturally expect him to deal with the 
virgin birth of Christ, his miracles, and 
his resurrection. Apparently Dr. Smith’s 
full and illuminating exposition of the 
transfiguration is a unique contribution 
in modern Christian literature that 
holds absolutely true to the Scriptures; 
and his presentation of the proposition 
that the supernatural is very largely de- 
nied in modern thought is conclusive. 
His epilogue, just a little over two pages 
at the close of the book, is a worthy 
addition, for it makes a direct and 
warm-hearted appeal to the reader to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as his own 
Saviour. 

The exceptional value of Dr. Smith’s 
volume lies in the fact that he has given, 
within a comparatively small space 
(though at the expense of great labor), 
summaries of the principal attacks 
against the deity of Christ, and then has 
quietly, convincingly, and conclusively 
met these attacks. His weapons are not 
satire,— much less sarcasm,—or vi- 
tuperation, or cheap humor, or dogmatic, 
unsupported statements, but rather, seri- 
ous, scholarly investigation, fair ex- 
posure of fallacies, and the skillful and 
legitimate use of evidence from the 
Scriptures, from history, and from Chris- 
tian experience. The rock upon which 
the Lord Jesus Christ founded his 
Church was the fact of his own deity 
(Matt. 16:18), and the Enemy’s sappers 
have’ been hammering at that rock with 
renewed vigor for the last fifty years. 
But through his prophet Isaiah the Lord 
made this glorious promise to his peo- 
ple: “When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall 
lift up a standard against him” (Isa. 
59:19). It is not too much to say that 
God has used Dr. Smith to raise such 
a standard for our day. 
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Leaflet Evangelism 





HE use of Gospel tracts has increased 

in recent years, perhaps ordained of 
God to meet a real need in reaching 
those who will not enter the churches 
at all, or those who entering receive 
only “a stone” instead of the. living 
Bread of the Word. A plea for their 
wider and wiser use and the reasons 
for doing this work are set forth in an 
attractive 32-page booklet, “Success 
With Tracts,” written by Charles T. 
Lampman. 

He has pointed out that tracts are 
“Scriptural,” and the Bible study on 
this subject is interesting; they are 
“practical,” and this is amplified and 
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illustrated; under “desirable” there are 
astounding facts and figures about leaf- 
lets whose circulation has reached be- 
yond the million mark; and they are 
“fruitful.” Brief chapters on the method 
and the manner of tract distribution are 
illustrated with numerous encouraging 
incidents from real life, and much sound 
and practical advice is given. The beau- 
tifully printed and illustrated booklet 
closes with a number of little stories of 
how God has worked through the min- 
istry of a tract. 

Few indeed, and cold, must be the 
Christian hearts who would not be stir- 
red by the little message, which may be 
had at 10 cents from the Faithful Words 
Publishing Company, 2116 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


My 
Dan Gilbert's Speaking 


Engagements 


R. DAN GILBERT, General Secre- 

tary of the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentals Association, will speak in the 
following places: 


April 8-13.—Jackson, Minn.; county-wide 
campaign to be held in the Armory Audi- 
torium; B. H. Strom, secretary of laymen’s 
committee, in charge. 

April 16-18.—Turlock, Calif.; Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committee, in charge. 

April 23-27.—Oceanside, Calif.; First Baptist 
Church, the Rev. James MacDonald, pastor. 

April 28 to May 4.—Los Angeles; Evangelis- 
tic Center, the Rev. Floyd B. Johnson, pastor. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 14 to 20 


Mon.—Acts 4:5-12. Power to Witness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye shall receive 
power” (Acts 1:8). Until the Holy 
Spirit came down from Heaven upon the 
praying disciples at Pentecost, they were 
without heavenly power in their preach- 
ing. The Lord’s promise that they should 
receive power was fulfilled. The Spirit 
of God imparted to them wisdom, love, 
and power. Christian work is fruitless 
without his aid. If we want to be a 
blessing to others, we must be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Pray for the Mis- 
sionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 
Tues.—Acts 4:13-20. Power to Be Bold. 
PrayeR SuccestTions: “They saw the 
boldness of Peter and John.” We are 
naturally cowards. It is difficult to speak 
up for the Lord unless the Holy Spirit 
makes us strong and bold. Boldness 
comes from being much with Jesus, and 
from haying the fullness of the Spirit. 
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and you buy LONG LIFE! 


The peace of mind which comes from a 
regular income and provision for the future 
may add years to your life. Figures prove 
that owners of annuities are longer lived 
than the average person ... As a holder of 
an Annuity Agreement of the American 
Bible Society you receive a check at stated 
intervals, regardless of disturbing ¢r per- 
plexing world conditions. Such checks have 
never failed though they have been issued 
regularly for more than 90 years. You enjoy 
protection in old age through a steady in- 
come. You enjoy also the permanent satis- 
faction of taking part in the increasingly 
Sapastons work of making the Bible more 
widely available throughout the world. 
May we send “A Gift That Lives,” a booklet ini 
epee and how ra oe my = 100- fold —S 
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 
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Old Fashioned Revival 
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CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif, 








Christian Service Rewarded 


Constant Income Assured 


A Gospel distributing agency is needed in 
your community. “This is a godsend,” 
said one pastor recently. Pastors, societies, 
church groups, or individuals can qualify. 
Particulars without obligation. 
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Dept. T 


301-305 N. Elm St. Nappanee, Ind. 





When answering advertisements, 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 


~ ORGANIZATION FUNDS \ 
Quickly, Easily Earned 


Our cooperative plan is now being used with 
remarkable success by thousands of women’s 
church societies, clubs and other organizations. 
Unusually big profits can be earned quickly, 
easily, plesene q by filling orders for Gott- 
schalk’s Metal Sponges, which are Lae | 
used in millions of homes. Nearly every 
means a sale. Let us tell you how we have been 
helping church workers for 20 years. Write 
tode foe full particulars weerdn special offer. 
METAL SPONGE SALES CORP., Lehigh 
Ave. & Mascher St., Phila., Pa. 
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Pray for Buffalo Bible College and Mis- 
sionary and Medical Institute, 2704 Main 
St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Wed.—Daniel 3:13-18. Boldness by Faith. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “God .. . is able 
to deliver us.” The three brave Hebrew 
men defied Dictator Nebuchadnezzar. 
The fiery furnace was heated seven 
times hotter for them; but they did not 
fear. They said, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter. . . . We will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden’ image 
which thou hast set up.” God saved 
them from death in those flames. By 
faith they “quenched the violence of 
fire.’ God always honors the faith of 


his children. Pray for boldness to speak 


up for the Lord. Remember the 13,000 
Christians. suffering in Korean jails for 
their faith in Christ. 
Thurs.—Romans _ 1:7-16. 
Not Ashamed of the Power. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “The gospel... 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” There is only 
one Gospel that saves. False gospels are 
offered everywhere in the name of 
Christ. The power in them is human 
and not divine. Only the Gospel of Christ 
turns men from sin to righteousness, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. Pray 
for Cambridge University Mission, Eng- 
land. 


Fri.—James 1:12-18. The Blessing of Trial. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 
man that endureth.” The tested and 
tried are blessed. The love of Jesus is 
sweetest to the suffering children of 
God. Life’s sorrows are a blessing here 
and will be rewarded hereafter. We 
shall yet thank God more for our trou- 
bles than for our comforts. “Behind a 
frowning providence, God hides a smil- 
ing face.” “The bud may have a bitter 
taste; but sweet will be the flower.” 
Pray for all missions to lepers. 


Sat.—Revelation 7:13-17. 
The Reward of Faithfulness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Arrayed in 
white robes.” Faithfulness has a sure 
and wonderful reward. -What we endure 
for the Lord Jesus will be well repaid. 
Be not ashamed to own your Lord nor 
to defend his cause. Martyrs stand near- 
est to the throne of God. Their enjoy- 
ment in Heaven will be sweeter than 
others can know. Pray for Spurgeon’s 
Colporteurs, Elephant Road, London, S. 
E. 17. 


Sun.—Romans 10:8-11. The Triumph of Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever be- 
lieveth on him shall not be ashamed.” 
Salvation is found only in Christ. What 
he was and what he did for our salva- 
tion is told in the Gospel. Believe the 
record God has given of his Son. Trust 
him. Faith in Christ saves. His blood, 
shed on the cross, is enough to cover the 
sins of the whole world. Pardon and 
peace come with believing on Christ. 
Pray for the Belgian Gospel Mission. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay Scuoot TrMes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 

At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Times notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Times 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Trmves bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 

Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 


to follow. 
Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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